CHAPTER 9 INFORMATION FROM Russm Non'rn KOREA AND Cr-nNA
et : BACKGROUND K .

The Commrttee S, mandate from the Senate encompassed a
review: of the fate of Americans still listed as missing from World
War-II, -the Korean War and the Cold War.565 Accordingly,” the
Commlttee 'has conducted and ‘investigation of reports that unack-
nowledged U.S: prisoners had-been held: by: Soviet, -Chinese “and
‘North:Korean' officials. durmg and after one.or-more of these con-
flicts, and ‘that U.S. pnsoners m1ght have been transferred to the
"Sovnet Un1on dunng the: war in- Vretnam L

| U S Russza Joznt Commtsszon on POW/ML4 Affazrs

© The dlsmtegratlon of the. former Sovret Union’ and the estabhsh
‘ment of a_democratic’ government in:Russia.haveé.created-new. pos-
sibilities for investigating: reports concerning. U.S. POWs.. In' mid-
Februaty, 1992, Sen. John Kerry -and’ Sen.. Bob- Smith ‘met’ w1th
Russian ofﬁclals in Moscow to discuss the prospects for cooperation
.on-this-issue. This. visit-1aid.the. groundwork :for_the- creation:on.
‘March -26,.1992 of ‘the U.S.-Russian Joint Commission for’ POW/.
MIA Affaxrs (Commission). under the leadership:of Col. Dmitri Vol-
,kogOnov and former U.S. Ambassador of the :Soviet- Umon, Mal ‘
‘colm Tooh. Sen. Kerry and Sen. Smith’ were. desxgnated as' repre-
f_sentatwes of the U.S. Senate and the Commission.. =~ : ;

- The -objectives of :the. Commission ‘are: (1) to- obtain’ access to
.people and documents in Russia-that could shed light on the fate of
‘U:S.: servicemen 'missing from World War II; aiid Cold War; the
‘Korean War and the war in'Vietnam;. @ to pursue‘all reéports a)-
leging the. Presence. of U.S. POW/MIAs in the former Soviet-Union
‘and assist in facilitating'their repatnatxon if'they. desire; and (3) to
establish' a mechanism by ‘which remams 1dent1ﬁed as- Amencan‘
can be returned to the United States. R

- A-full ‘description of the actlvmes of the Comnnssron may be‘
,found in Section 3 of this Chapter A RS

wempert
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‘ An orgamzatlon had to be created to convert the Commxsslon s
policy objectives-into:action. The Secretary of Defense directed the
Secretary ‘of the Army to form such an- organization, The Army, re-
called from retirement Maj: Gen. Bernard Loeffke to'be the direc-
tor, Task- Force Russia (TFR); the deputy drrector 1s Col Stuart
Hernngton, USA,; a career mtelhgence officer. - . .

.- The responsxbxhtles of the Task Force are to acqulre and analyze‘
}data provided by the Commission. In Moscow, archivists, historians,
and an interpreter. were. ‘assigned to pursue-leads’concerning U.S.
POWs: through interviews and access. to archival records.. Staff in
‘Washmgton, DC were assigned to translate ‘analyze and compare
the new information. with-information in existing U.S. databases,
'and to assess 1ts value and rehablhty before releasmg 1t to famlly

ses Iy this. chapter the term POW' is; someumes used to mclude Amcrncan mrmen downed
in the former-Soviet Union during the Gold War. .. L . .



. members: through DOD casualty affairs offices. In'all, Task’ Force
- Russia has & 'staff of 85 persons; including seven in Moscow. . ...
. The:close coordination betwéen the: committee and the U.S. Dele-
~gation-to-the-Commission-was-enhanced-through-the-direct-lisisor
‘established between the Committée staff and TFR resulting.from
 the assignment of ‘a Committee ‘investigator, Al ‘Grahanmi; to the
Task'Force element in Moscow. = -, . . -/ o 0 e

A more detailed description of the organization and activities of
Task Force Russia may be found in Section 3 of this Chapter, .-
. While substantial progress has been made, the investigation re.
“mains .incomﬁlete‘., ‘The reasons'for this include‘the. relatively brief.
 duration of the life of the Committee; the yoluminous nature of the
_materials stored in Russia; logistical impediments to reviewing ma-.
terials -held-abroad;-and-limited-cooperation”on’the pairt of individ-
ual. officers in Russia assigned to work with the Commission and

“the Committes, . T -

+. - The: difficulty in‘reaching a firm' judgment based on current in-
,~¢‘formationii‘~,isI-ill;ustra'tfed-:-byw-,thé-}presg.-nt,,-»status;ofi':data“frega:dinjg"'the'ij'
-8,177 Américans. still listed as-missing - from‘the-Korean: War. Of
‘that number,’ the' U.S. Govérnment has “information that 12,177
people died in POW camps; 293 were missing  in ‘action at sea; 412
'died in -aircraft: incidents: over North Korea: ‘approximately 300

‘were buried in abandoned graves in. United-Nations cemeteries ‘in

-North Korea-and another 576 were buried in, isolated, unidentified
‘graves, This-ledves more than 4,600 -soldiers who did 'not return .
who-could be, as RAND researcher Paul Cole put it, “anywhere [in"
North' Korea] . . . literally, anywhere.” 5°6 Further complicating.
‘the arithmetic is the uncorroborated testimony. of Lieutenant Colo-
nel Phillip Corso, who was posted-at the National Security Council
‘during . the Eisenhower - Administration; that  at. least 900 U.S.
POWs were taken to the Soviet Union from North Korea, 887 ..
. -Although firm: conclusions remain. elusive, somie ‘progress on the -
‘issue of U.S. POWs in the former Soviet Union has been made. -
- Russian President Boris Yeltsin has stated that some Americars
were imprisoned in-the former Soviet Union after World War II,
that.a small number of U.S. prisoners were interrogated by the So-
viets during the Korean War, and’ that ‘approximately a. dozen U.S.
airmen were'captured and imprisoned during the Cold War period. .
The Russian Government has' stated; however; that there are no -
’t}lmeriéal:llsv now . beingheld .inthe former- Soviet Union ' against
. Based on the research to date, the Committee cannot malke defin-

itive judgments that go beyond what the Russian Government has
stated .is- the ‘case. Reports' -‘allegir{g +the transfer -of prisoners to-
Soviet soil during the-Korean and Vietnam conflicts remain under
investigation, as do-the specific circumstances -of Cold ‘War shoot-".
downs. Large quantities of archival material remain to be exam-
ined; and many potential sources of firsthand information ‘have
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The Commlttee recommends that the U S contmue to attach a'
ihrgh priority. to cooperation: with the Russian’ ‘Government. in ef- -
forts to resolve the fate of missing Americans. Efforts to obtain co-

operation from'the Governments of Chma and North Korea should‘{'
;also contmue S e Ll
SR COMMI'ITEEHEARINGS e
‘The Commrttee held pubhc hearmgs on. thrs subJect on November :
‘10.and 11 1992 The ﬁrst day featured testlmOny from exght w1t-'
»-nesses
| Alan C Ptak Deputy Assxstant Secretary of Defense for,;
POW/ MIA Affmrs, :

* Df. Paul Cole, researcher for RAND corporatlon, e
Capt ‘John P.-Gay, USN, director of the Asra/Pacxﬁc Dm-

:7‘7~- - s1on, “Joint-Chiefs-of Staff; -
" Lt,"Col; Phillip: Corso- (USA Ret ), of the Natxonal Secunty;
Councrl staff under President Elsenhower, S ,

- Serban Oprica, a former Rumanian’ engmeer. now an Amen--

- A-—can ‘citizen; - who served:in-North. Korea, > _
-Col." Delk: Stmpson, former U S mrhtary attache 1n Hong.=
Kon and SR
| Steve Kiba, a POW from Korea held in Chma - ,
W The second' day: of hearmgs, November 11 featured testrmony
”from an additional twelve witnesses:- = - - - ,
~"‘Richard Boylan; archivist: at"the-NatxonaL Archlves, \
James Sanders, co-author of Soldiers of Misfortune; L
. .John. M..G: Brown, author of Moscow Bound (unpubhshed-,
e "manuscnptl ‘
~*" ‘Thomas. Ashworth, researcher, author, and speaker on'
;-V,‘POW/MIA issues; -
.. "Col.Gen. Dmitri Volkogonov (ret) mlhtary adv1ser to Pre51-‘
" . dent Boris Yeltsm and Co-Chalrman of the U. S - Russian Jomt
SR Commlssmn :
. Richard D. Kauzlanch Assrstant Secretary of State for Euro-,
.. pean, and Canadlan Affarrs and member of the Jomt Commls- ‘
oovsiony '
A Gen Bernard Loeffke, USA d1rector, Task Force Russxa, v
- Albert Graham, the Commlttee 1nvest1gator posted to.
“.Moscow, R ,
" Dolores. AlfOnd the chalrperson for the Nat1onal Alhance of '
"' "Families; . i A
- Robert Duams, the brother of a soldler lost 1n Korea g
-+ Bruce W. Sanderson, whose father was lost m a Cold War
sy --,shootdown, D
- .. Jane: Reynolds Howard whose husband suffered a srmllar'.
-,,-fate and :
7. Gregg Skavmskl, the nephew of Master Sergeant W1111am R
Homer, a member. of the crew of a USAF. RB 29 shot down by’
- a Soviet ‘Air Force MIG-15 over the Sea of Japan in 1952..
These witnesses provided the Committee thh a'wide spectrum of .
‘someétimes irreconcilable viewpoints ‘concerning’ Americans missing -
- from. World War II, the Cold War, Korea ‘and Indochina, and on.
Sowet involvernerit thh Amerlcan POWs'in these-conflicts: * .



" Testimony of General Dmitri Volkogonoy L AL R
- .On: November '11, 1992; the Committee received testimony from

~Gen. Dmitri: Volkogonov, retired; military adviser-to. Russian. Pres;..
~dent Boris Yeltsin and co-chairman of the Commission. ' ERNT I
. Gen. Volkogonov made- & preliminary. statement- which noted
that ‘while "all ‘Soviet’ leaders from:Khrushchev to’ Gorbachev said

.that this problem did not exist, the new ‘democratic: government of
‘Russia-has said that the problem of U.S: POWs in Russia did exist.
~and continues to exist.today.:Gen, Volkogonow. stated that he had.
‘spoken” with “President Yeltsin on "the ~eve of his departure’ for.
‘Washington, and that President Yeltsin wished to present the Com-

mittee with a statement. That statement follows: -~ ...

. The intergovernmental commission’ established by deci- =
+sion of the US. and Russian presidents for. the purpose of

. determining. the-.fate-_of -American-citizens missingin -~
. action in World War IT and later is' evidence of the new . -

+ - nature’ of Russian-US.. relations." The commission is
- ':"/"'}ll‘eadéd by Colonel General :Volkogonov -and Ambassador
e OO e L e D
... Over a short. period of time the commission- has'done-a’
. great deal-of ‘work in studying Russia’s enormous state'and
+ . "agency archives; including those that ‘had been-closed to.
-/ the public until recently, from the ministry of security, the =~ ..
.. ‘ministry of defense, the. foreign: intelligence- service,’ the - o
. ministry of internal affairs; the-foreign ministry, and mili-" .-
" tary intelligence; o TN LT
-+ It'has'questioned dozens of participants and witnesses of - '
" the events. involying<'-AmeriCan:citizexis, on. 'thejtérrito'g';pf N
. .-the former USSR.’ Duringthe: plenary meetings hel e
- . March, May; and September of this year, the U.S, side was . ~
" -given .documents. on’ Americdn citizens who- found them- = .-
. -'selvés-on the territory: of the former USSR in World War. *. -
. L and the Cold War period, and some documents that con-
- .tdined information on several’ U.S. citizens who had been-
- taken ‘prisoner during the Korean and Vietnam Wars. . .~
L »The..’cdmmiséignvhas,»found'v-.evidencé,,of..Amé'rican citizens - -
. staying in canips and prisons of the former USSR, and dis- o
+ covered shocking facts of some of them being summarily -
.. executed by the Stalin regime -and in a ‘number of cases . -
Y tbeing-;erc.ed;to?\renO’unc,.e*-their._. U.S. citizenship. Some of =
. them still ‘reside ‘on’ the territory of the former Soviet . -
. Union., Their names and: addresses  have beenidentified .
-, and communicated to the US.side, o SR
- ... A number of former U.S. citizens have stayed in‘Russia " -
" .. voluntarily “after W and still reside here. Of = '

v atter World War II and stil] e h oo
.. course; in a’ democratic Russia they have the ‘right to . . .
-+ decide about their. lives themselves, all ‘their rights are.
- fully guaranteed. .- T T TEEE
o As:a result-of the work ‘done, one may conclude that *~
. today there are no- American citizens held against their .
~ will on the territory of Russia. However, all the.questions .
Lo haVenotbeenfully answered. ‘There are cases that still re- . - |
. quire additional- examination. ‘For my: part, as Russia’s - .~



", president, I express:the hope that the Joint Russian-Amer- - .
- ican Commission’will ‘continue its work and that it will'be" . -
- able to find answers to'the outstanding questions, . . .
~—Gen=Volkogonoy-stated-his desire to-make three-essential ‘poinits.
‘First; the: Russians fully understand the .moral'significance of the
possibility- that' Americans-might still be living on' the territory of
the_ former. Soviet Union. :Second, the issue is of significarice. in-
:Russia: because .for many 'decades; human lives- and-individuals
were considered. nothing more than statistical data in the Soviet
“Union.-Accordingly, the ‘search-to determine the fact of Americans
‘missing in. action in.the former Soviet Union is.an example to: the-
Russians ‘of how.the government ‘needs-to be concerned. with the
fate of individuals, and thus the issue has enormous humanitarian;
‘moral and legal significance for: Russia. Third, conditions in Russia
-are difficult, and the issue"of whether or not reform will continue'
in-Russia-remains-under-very great doubt” Therefore, "the U.S.”
should recognize the significance of the fact that the Russian gov-'
einme 1t :and President Yeltsin are paying such close attention to
the dssue. e T T e
»- In-his-written-statement, Gen: Volkogonov describied the conclii
sions of the investigations' conducted by' the' Joint ‘Commission " to-

" 1. No US: citizens aré currently being detained within '
. the territory of the former USSR. The conclusion is ‘based "

i -on’ a; thorough. analysis ‘of .all. archival_documents, intér-: .. -

-.~-views *with ‘witnesses," dhd - on:site inspections “of : possible” o
... "American housing sites. T S NPT
2. A group of Americans is living in Russia as either po- . .
~* litical refugees from the USSR period or individuals volun- .. =
- tarily ‘remaining in-Russia. A list of these individuals as . -
- well ‘as’ their addresses, and an agreement to meet with = .
- representatives of the American contingent of the Commis- - .-
- _.sion have been obtained and the Russian’ side is prepared
* - to provide this list. In addition; one American, Marcus Lee,
- & Florida' businessman, was arrésted ‘in “Moscow ‘in the = -
« . spring of 1992 and is currently being detained at Lefortovo'
. prison, charged with: attempted export of contraband icons. .. .
+ .28, Thousands ‘of American ‘citizens traveled overland - . .-
. across the former USSR beginning with the Second World ' .
* . 'War. The majority. of these ‘were Americans liberated by -
. .the:Red Army from Nazi camps and subsequently repatri- =
- ated (22,454). The second: major ‘group consisted of Ameri- -
- can pilots forced to land within the USSR and interred -
:+ . 'here (730)..There were also several dozen individuals who . -
.. were detained in ‘Germany, in Austria, in the. USSR and .+~
-"-other socialist nations' for “espionage”" as well ‘as a few.
<. -pilots from American aircraft shot-down over the USSR. = -

... The. Commission has’succeeded in: accounting for virtually = .-
. all'of  these individuals. The Russians areconvinced. that " -

v they are not presently located (with the exception of those "

- who have died) within the territory of the USSR, . "~ . e
- 4. The Russians were successful in identifying the burial .

- sites of virtually al US. citzens who died in the USSR * -




" during the Second World: War, with the exception of a few -
" - who dieden route to or in. prison-of-war.camps or-those . -

 buried in mass graves. The -Russians intend to continue

»-A—'-l‘f3¥,f~'»e:;ﬂithve'ir,i-'»éffdr‘fs'%to*‘iden'tifytth;éf:"rém“ain;pg,;.burigl ‘sites of—US -

. citizens i theseareas R T ST KR S
- - 5. The Russians were less Successful-in'.obtaining infor- - L

<. mation.on US. citizens missing during the Vietnam or
- Union. Some - documents . were . located  concerning: the
" Korean- War, inicluding information ‘on’ the ‘numbers of - -
. Prisoner-of-war camps for Americans in.Kores; their loca- -
~ tion; and, the number of prisoners housed in.these camps. . _
-+ 'Some *interrogation ‘materidls and fragmentary evidence -
..-on°T1 American serviceman' captured in Korea were found,

" Unfortunately, virtually nothing has been found to.date.on ..

‘-‘%~.—,~;‘,~‘--~~~i-:~th‘e-*Vi'etn‘amf‘fWﬁf"lﬁa’t“é‘di*‘fl‘,h‘”e*onl‘y'jdocument3~. concerning ..
.. " the Vietnam War to. date relate to the fate of nine Ameri- -
.. .can deserters sent by the KGB to the USSR and:on to-neu- . .
.. tral ‘countries. The ' Russians have not been ‘successful in. - .
~~"'recovering anything fiew or significant from conversations . .
., or eyewitnesses or participants in these events., . =~ ..
. 6. The Russis eciated the assistance of the «
.+ US. side of the Commission for its willingness to provide
. ‘assistance in searching for Russian prisoners and ‘MIAsin .
i~ Afghanistan. The Russians. believe approximately 100 of -
" +'them are still ‘alive and that' many. of these are being held "
/.. under. inhumane conditions’ in prisons belonging ‘to ‘war- . -
- 'ring Afghani-groups. The Russians; while appreciating the -
~assistance: offered to. date; believe the U.S. could do more =

6. The Russians have appreciated- the

. to. assist in the liberation of Russian: prisoners-of-war in. .
. Afghanistan;ses. . o e TUEEITEETEER S

. - 'Gen.: Volkogonov testified that the six Americans recorded &s
“having-been in captivity in"the Soviet' Union in 1954 -were held in.
separate camps and classified as special prisorers. Each was. arrest-.
‘ed in Europe for espionage or intelligence activities on behalf of.

the United States. At the time, any foreign Citizen. who ‘was-de-

tained was automatically charged . With espionage, according - to

Gen. Volkogonov, ‘Whether ‘or ‘not' there Was any substance .to the:
charge. With respect to the fates of the six prisoners, Gen. Volko.
gonov testified: < e oL S
+si .+ two people, Hopkins and Clifford . . ' were held for.-
.:" eight years and subsequently shot. This is Mr. Ogins, who"
- served eight. years under -an espionage. sentence. arid then =
-, -after his sentence expired he should have been released,
- ; but Abakumov, who was then Interior Minister; reported - . .
%o Stalin that this was & person who had seen too much -
.. and proposed that he be liquidated, and Stalin gave the - .
" order allowing him to be executed D
. Three of them were given back, were released to. Ameri-+ .
.. can representatives in Berlin, Subsequently, two- died, one

/584 Submitted for the record of the Seiect committec's hearing, 1/11/%2.



took Sovxet cltxzenshlp, and the fate of another 1s st111 un-
known 568 L
Gen Volkogonov provzded to the Commlttee the names of Amen-\
-;cans now. living in Russia’who are political’ refugees or- voluntarily
“remaining- in’ ‘Russia. He also" cxted American citizens living in the
“former Soviet: Union who were American citizens from childhood;
_but who ended -up:in the Soviet Union in'the 1930's.and were’ then
“forced’to" renounce their U:S: cmzenshxp and" become Sowet Citi-
zens. Many of these. individuals passed through the ‘prison’camips’
and some died there. Some made their: way: back to:the ‘United
States. eventually The Russians have identified five of these people.
-now living in’ Russm, ‘each of whom is elderly, and each of whom
“wishes to receive: help m locatlng and contactmg relatwes in. the;
iUmted States. . -
.. Gen. Nolkogonovwalsowtestlﬁed cOncermng~ the p0531b111ty that~a~
secret camp exists or. exlsted for Amencan prisoners in, Russm

I you had asked me. that questmn ‘before 1980, 1 would L
EEEY have allowed: for' the’ p0551b111ty that such & secret. camp .
~--could-have:‘existed“However; since" 1980, “suchlarge and
. dramatic changes have’ taken place in our country that 1. -
-, can 'no longer imagine that it would be p0551ble for such, ey
“incidents or ‘events.to be concealed: .. e
.. If there were a secret.camp; or' a Jaxl or even a: s1ng]e",, -
- ﬁj.Amencan held against his will secretly, we ‘would know "
: ;- about-it sooner-or later. The moral climate in our: country_
. makes it,’T’ beheve, psychologlcally xmpossxble for th1s m- T
,'formatlon not to come tolight. .- C
. "I believe we still find more mformatlon about the fate of RN
" Americans who. were in’the Soviet Union. We. ‘may’: find -
.. their graves or more information about their tragic fate. :.
.~ Not all the dociuments have' yet'been examined, but I can
" nearly . exclude the possibility’ that we will- ﬁnd any-live -
Amerncan bemg held :in Russ1a agamst his or. her wﬂl 570,

In closmg, Gen Volkogonov stated that he’ beheves Jomt efforts‘
will be necessary for' another three to six months to- complete the
‘process of determining:the.fates'of. all American: citizens located
within the former Soviet Union, including those who' have emlgrat-;
;‘ed and those who died. Gen Volkogonov also said. that- RN

Ttis p0531ble that’ some.may. be dxsxllusmned with' the re-' N
?sults of ‘our efforts. However, we are :convinced that we
have-done everything possible. on: this side. to- answer all’ -
" . questions submitted to.us. You should" also keep in-mind. -
" that conductmg this ‘work is difficult while attempting to =~
" maintain’ the course. of reform. The. Government of: Russxa‘
" and ‘President” Yeltsin, personally, - in: spite - of his severe - -
: '-;.work load and difficult ‘problems, continue to- devote’ enor- ..
"' ‘mous attention to this effort. President: Yeltsin views: the.f o
o ;-work of the Commlssxon as a “test” of trust and w1llmg

369 Sglect Commlttee hearmg. 11/ 11/92
;810 70 Select Committee hearing, 11/11/92;



. ness toworktogetherandto forgetforever ‘the;t'i,m‘e's when'
- We were enemies, 7! . TR TR TR
" Gen. Volkogonov’s,letterofDecember17 b

. The Committee received a letter from Gen; Volkogonov dated De.
- cember 17, 1992. The letter includes the following: .~ . .

¢ While working in.the Presidential Archive, I made ita
v point to-go f‘:vthmughfii'?ll"‘dOcu'ment.S*‘wh‘icli'?"iﬁla‘yT-Ha?é‘}bdn: o
. fained information. on. American POWs, including corre: -
~..spondence between Stalin'and Mao Tse-tung, Kim'Il-song .
e andChou En"lal, '‘as "Well'_as-'cqrres ndﬁnce“.Wi*th“SOViet."'l'.j :
.. Ambassadors to Korea, China and Vietnam. These docu- .
" ;ments. do. not. contain any - evidence of ‘American: POWs
- being sent to the USSR.57¢ ~ " e TR
B U-S*POWS*ANDKOREA
"Official assessments. . "0 N
. .Defense Department efforts to analyze materials received by the’
-complicated by the-official deceptions that characterize Soviet his.

© " They have. lied to us, and they have.said openly. that'.
. they have lied to-us. So_we know if you develop that his. =
/= torically, thiey did: Keep some in- World War Il they-did
* " keepthem in the shootdowns; because they've already'said =~

" that, that they had them. So if you.develop that line, you
- ..~ could'go in and:say that we believe that they did that.in- -~
- .. Korea also.. .-, [the ’Dgfgnsg_,'Department is] holding a very

- .conservative view. until we can. come to some very hard P

. facts: . . [But}it's all possible . W BT8 eT
~.The' Russians have ‘admitted. that they interrogated U.S. POWs"
.during t-he‘Kore_a_n'Warj,périod.’;Testimony has differed, however, -
-about whether the -i’nterroga‘tions;occu'xjreds in"North Korea, near.
the Chinese border, or whether some occurred -within the borders:.-
‘of the Soviet Union, as well.- As Gen, Loeffke testified: DRI
. Al Graham and I were questioriing this Colonel, and at.
. the end of an hour and a-half I'asked if I'could record this
.. .on-tape, and we did;'and he on tape said yes, I interrogat--.
.+ ed: American POWs  in ‘Russian uniform. And- he ‘did it - -
- more than once."And he said his colleagues did it, téo ;. - :
. His latest version, it is in Korea. And in all fairness'to the " .-
- Russians, he was in the Far East, and he'says the Khabar:
.. ovsk ‘area, . (Khabarovsk' being'a Russian base in: Russian: = ..
- territory) So the Khabarovsk area is larger than the cityof -
. 'Khabarovsk. So it could" have been in defense of him.
- saying another area just: besides the city, but he did men. =~ - -
. tion a specific base which is in Russian territory.s74 .

-'.’!Submitted.for'the'n‘eord;ol‘.._the-Select Commit‘tee's‘hqarin&l/ll/!?z.‘ S

[ %72 Letter to Select Committee from Gen. Dmitri Vokogonov, .17, 1992, L
" yry solect Commitiee hearing, 11/11/69: "~ .- . et e

<. 874 Select: Committee hearing, WAN/G2, "o v 0



Deputy Assrstant Secretary of Defense Alan Ptak testlﬁed that :
as of November, 1992, the Defense Department was still evaluatmg
‘the information: it had received concerning: the : possibility‘that-
-some-U.S-POWSs- may~have~been~transferred to the Sov1et Umon or
to Chma durmg the Korean War DS Pern TR

: Assessment of Commzttee mvestzgator ;:[ s

‘ Begmmng in. May, 1992, Al Graham, a Commlttee 1nvestxgator,.
was' ‘posted.to. Moscow to- undertake 1nterv1ews, archival research,
-and-related- 1nvest1gatory work-under the aegis- of the: Commlssmn
Diiring that ‘time, he arranged for and conducted interviews with
‘Russian officials, ‘citizens; and retired officers who served in South-
‘east -Asia :and ‘Korea. Dunng the Select Committee’s hearing. on
November: 10,1992, Mr. Graham testified that Soviet military. offi-

‘cers mterrogated some U.S.:POWs during' the Korean: War and
‘that some of these mterrogatrons may have taken place*on‘"Sovret“
;terrltory

Accordmg to Mr Graham, one problem experlenced by U S m—.
'.-vestigators in- Russia. was that several high-ranking’ Russian offi-
; crals whom they mtervrewed subsequently changed their testlmony

perhaps the most ﬂagrant ‘case’ of turnaround,l S
durmg a reinterview concerns a well-known Russian colo- .
“:nel, scholar; and renowned Far:East expert, who was sta- =
tloned at_Khabarovsk-from 1950 to 1954, This 1nd1v1dual_'
-was asked ‘by the' chief of: the ‘general “staff to: review all . -
goculments on. Korea ST currently supposedly in the1r 2
ands RIUETER e "

Durmg the. ﬁrst 1nterv1ew w1th h1m conducted on August 19‘
1992 he told five Joint ‘Commission. respresentatwes—four Uus,
‘one’ Russran—that Soviet military specialists had' been. given: ap-
-proval t6- 1nterrogate American:; servicemen. in ‘Korea, and ‘that
‘some American servicemen with: experlence, seniority, and specific
‘specialties were selected for transfer to the U S S R for further 1n-'
X terrogatlon B -

| He mentroned that in the conﬂuence here between‘?l :
f ,-.‘ Ru551a, Manchuria,: China and North Korea, there was’
. .'v'a naval base ‘called Posyet, which ‘sérved as'a transit -

-"_{-pomt for:the movement. of Americans north by rail or
i plane to' Khabarovsk, the Far East military district head-- -
... quarters.. He -maintained that the'number:of Americans.
.. - processed. through Khabarovsk was in ‘the hundreds and .. -
... ' they were: under KGB control, both during and after the - .

1nterrogat10ns He dld not know thexr fate after the mter-:;, ‘-
rogatlons T
. v He: personally clalmed to have mterrogated two Amerl-j
L can. 'POWSs. One he recalls was.a Lieutenant Colonel Black. .
. Efforts'were made according to the Colonel to recruit-and
.- gain ‘cooperation of Americans. (During) a follow-up inter-
~view of this individual, ori September 29, 1992, at’ which'. "

" General . Loeffke ‘was present he’ admltted he- recelved a’ -
- phone call from a Foreign'Intelligence Service representa-
.- tive the mght before. He then | consrderably modified h18~



- previous testimony, denying any knowledge of an Ameris
- can-POW named Black and the fact: that American POW’s -

e .. from the Korean War were _intér:oggtgd;by;SQyie_ts:é;/,Kha,;;:;}_,_

. However, he -did. admit interrogating ‘two American "
- . POW’s.in' North Korea and asserted that there were any-
- . where from10 to'25 Soviet interrogators involved in this =
- process, indicating & large number of American POW's
. Were interrogated during the Korean War.~ = . = . . Ll
»* """ He now maintained that the -interrogation point, which
_ “Was in existence for at least 18 months, was located at a

- juncture between North Kores, China, and the USSR,
. borders:: He did not: completely rule out that it may have .-
v~~"-'-‘--‘~:-~‘}?*A¢¢Or3ihé~*.tbf‘Mr}if‘-’Graham:'"iﬁiﬁéaiﬁﬁélﬁféllowing' the first inter-
imeath, oL Korotkoy, the Russian side produced an additional

Fitness wiho confirmed the

 conflict were taken to. the USSR, Mr. Graha s conclusions,’
~ basedon the conflicting statements received, were that; Sl
- Although'we have nio-direct eviderice to prove it, there .

- appears <.tofbe‘h;;siatc;mg,jp;ss.s',ipigl‘itﬁ.thlaitf‘.at.?;léast';ﬁa,-:handful;'of._s.--a T

© «.-US/POWS, possibly more, were transferred fo Soviet: terri- . o
... tory during the Korean War. LR A N S
- The Russian side will likely stick to'its cuirrent line until

 the body of evidence gathered through a vigorous inter-.

- view program forces the government and security services
- ‘to re-evaluate their position. = . - .. . . o -

<. . Although doubtful that suc'h'indi?iduals'bould"have sur- ' -
- vived the rigors of the Soviet camp system: this long, it'is’ .
- theoretically possible that one or more.could still be alive. - - -
- 1t is more likely that some former POWs . . . who'chese to.* " -
. “cooperate with- the Soviets for. whatever reason could be .
. -alive- in. Russia’ and ‘do " not_ desire. their presence to - be. -
-7 known76 .0 R R L e
Research and analysis of Paul M, Cole; RAND Corp: - o
- On:November 10,1992, the Committee’ réceivedtestimony from -
Dr. Paul M. Cole, an'analyst with the International Policy Depart- -
‘ment. of the RAND  Corporation: RAND. has undertaken ‘a project o
through -the. “National Defense Research  Institute;, a . federally " .
funded research and development - center. Originally,. the - project .
Was to review information concerning the fate of American POW/ -
MIAs in Korea. In April 1992, the project was expanded to include
a ‘study .of evidence.that American servicemen .and- civilians may -
have been ‘transported to. the Soviet. Union -or -its ‘allies “during
World War II, the early Cold War, or the Korean war. .- =

' 413 Select Committee heannzll/ll/Q‘Z B
"8 Select Committee hearing, 11/11/92. .~~~



o T L1 AR PR S
“* Although-the project is “not -yet complete;. Dr. Cole was able. to:
provide the Committee. with an' overview ‘of the work.done to date,
as well as'some _conclusions. With ‘regard to the Korean. War; Dr.
Cole concluded the following: * .o o T
..+ Concerning Korea, the:record on individual MIA/POW. -
" cases is -extremely detailed, and was originally organized -
.+ chironologically and geographically. before . being  reorga- .-
" “niged" alphabetically. ‘The original - chronological -and-geo--:..
- " graphic databases are now-being recreated, and few ques-. .
.tié)ns ‘would remain unanswered once the-effort is:.complet- .
Coeds sy e N RN LB L R
" Two groups of Korean War prisoners remain unaccount- . .
- ed-for: prisoners who made it alive to a camp, -and-those

" who'did not. Those who made it alive toa camp, but Wwere .
. .not repatriated, are known as POW, body ‘not recovered, or

. ;POW/BNR.The:location-and: number of more’ thian 2,000
. POW/BNR remains can be estimated with great certainty, -
- although the state of the remains is unknown., Prisoners ..
- "who did not survive the time between. capture and.arrival .
v....at.a camp, ,chgractemed?lfby?‘*Df;i":’,Cdle'j"ff"a’s-*-:i‘.-‘,mstzc‘apturg‘-:':rc-v-;‘-
" killed; body not récovered” ‘or. PCK/BNR, should not in-his -

- “.view :be. characterized as POWs. Approximately 900 or:
- ‘more. PCK/BNR’s -occurred: during the Korean War, with .-
-+ the remains.of those:who died last located in ‘scattered lo-
. cations throughout North Korea:. - :v o 20 fe
V"% The Jocation-of approximately.3,500 MIAs may never-be .-
" determined: because the U.S. -has not. been ‘able. to deter-.
. mine where they died. By contrast, the location of remains - .
" left.in burial sites, U N cemeteries, and aircraft crashes on .
" North Korean territory can be stated with precision. .=~

" Since 1938, the U.S. has received nearly:900 sets.of un

""" idenitified remains_ from North' Korea, collected by the .
~~ - North Koreans in a manner that has precluded association -
" with any individual MIA, with the result that all of these
" .‘names are still on' the full list of 8,177, with the’ individ- :
_uals buried in Hawaii without identification. -~ "~ L
-+ " American POWs were’ transferred to ‘the territory of ..
'+ Communist China’during:the Korean War to. be interro- ' -
" 'gated by Russians-and Chinese. The majority of these -
. POWs. were returned to camps in North: Kores; those:
.. known to be held as political prisoners were repatriated in -
U the migl9B0s. il

" Thers is no docuimentary evidence suggesting Americans -

" were_left ‘behind in- China; however, interrogations and . -
L "_:;.--;ntgmgws' offer some testimonial support: for such allega- "

RO, T

.~ Ammerican POWe were interrogated by people identified "

" by the POWs as Russians, but only a small ‘percentage ‘of
. 'U.S. POWs reported this type of contact. Evidence shows
" .that perhaps two dozen repatriated American POWs were
" successfully recruited by foreign intelligence services. U.S. =
. authorities were aware of this soon after the Korean War.
.- Seven American missionaries who spent three years in a -

North Korean prison camp were repatriated in May 1353, -



.-;through Chma, Moscow and Berlm, after havmg been held
=" as'internees. Circumstantial evidence suggests that ' Ameri-
_..cans were transferred from. Korea or China to.the. terntox:ya —

o -'of the Soviet Union, however, to date this evidence is.hear-

 "'say which is: not supported by corroboratrve documentary
‘*r"evxdence s72. )

In. response to questrons, Dr Cole stated that there 1s ev1dence,.
.; consxstmg of TFR. interviews with prison guards and others; that
some"U.S: POWs may have been-transférred to’the" Soviet ‘Union:
durmg the Korean War. However, Dr. Cole expressed caution about
makmg any firm Judgments based on the mformatron provrded

JIn thls last trip to- Moscow the Comrmssron ‘was-" present-',,...~ .
.. 'ed various documents; some of which didn’t. even relate to. -
.. POWs. ‘But.as.a. gesture.~they__were ‘handed-over-to; Ambas--- -
. sador Toon and to the. commissioners. Well; right-in those.
- dociments that were given to us in ‘Russian and translat- " f
" ed; it talks® about how 'the information. can ‘be .either =
...changed, distorted-and so.forth,-in-order. to-keep-the truth'-
. from: anybody ‘who. mlght fall: upon the documents. Now-_;_-
~ these documents go back to World War II; specxﬁcally Tbe- -
= lieve it was 1949. But: nevertheléss, there is'a pattern here .-
- of deception on the: part of the Russrans, with a lot of their - -
. documentation.” So in“my Jjudgment, we have to be very -
‘ “very careful before we-make a’ ‘judgment. about an occur-_ -
. "rence, or something like that, untrl 'we have. documentary~ B j
'?':‘evrdence, archival evrdence, and sources 578 R

‘In response to further questions; Dr. Cole. testlfied that the total
number. of U.S. POWs who might have beentransferred to-Soviet
‘or Chinese territory was certainly less than 100. He also noted that
one of the documents provided to the U.S. by the Russians on this
‘subject related to an ‘Australian; and that other documents were in-:
terrogation’ transcripts that had ‘been’ made by the Chinese and"
‘then summarized by the Russians. In addition, most of the individ-
-uals' who had been mterrogated by non-Korean ofﬁcxals were ult1-‘
-'mately repatrlated
- Dr. Cole 'testified that the RAND review: of POW/MIA lssues re-.
glated to the Korean War was also subject to ambiguities.because of
inaccuracies in the original casualty data and because casualty re-"
portmg methods changed over time. g

"In addition to the losses in- captmty and the drfﬁculty of docu-vj
.\ mentmg the fates of American POWs. who' lost their- lives as a
result of criminal mistreatment by the: Korean Communists; post-;
‘war records in the U.S. are, to- quote Dr. Cole, “contradlctory, '

,bxgugouf, 1ncons1stent ora mrxture of any of these " Accordmg to
Dr. Cole; - o

‘In 1991 the Department of Defense stated in’ testlmony
before Congress that 389 U.S. servicemen who_had been
POWs m North Korea had not been repatnated or other

: '""Select Commmee heanng 11/10/92. o R '-‘,
- 878 Select Commlttee hemng. 11/10/92. SR



. wise accounted for by the Korean People’s Army and the -
-, -Chinese/878: - [ = uT T e W
. - Yet according to Dr. Cole, ¢ asualty.status data maintairied by the
—U:S:-government-contradicts these figures, In"fact, he says, the list
-of 389.contains the names of 197 MIAs,. 180 Americans who may or
-nay not have ever been prisoners, and one casé which has in fact
~been resolved. According to Dr. Cole, “prisoner status meahs that

:the ‘individual was lost under circumstances that were consistent

- witha probability of live capture. There. is no-evidence in' many.

. cases that-those listed' as" POWs were ever seen alive in-a POW
* camp.” Dr. Cole notes, for . example, that .the majority of the 188
- Army names on' the list belonged to_individualswho. were. lost
- during the first eight months .of the Korean War:.Given the brutal-
+ity of the Koreans in this period; and the conditions of imprison-
ment for. U.S: POWs-at this -time, according to Dr. Cole, “the.likeli-.
“hood'of survival for this group was verylow™ = . T
* . RAND also reviewed information concerning’the’ alleged trans-
_ portation of U.S. POWs to the USSR from Korea. It.is well docu-
" mented that there was a significant Soviet presence on the. ground.
“in"North Korea diiring the war. In addition, some returning US.-

'POWs and Army personnel reported ‘having been’ questioned by
* Russian officers'in North Korea or China. A 1974.Air Force assess--
~ment of the Korean War POW experience, quoted by Dr. Cole, de-
scribed Soviet interrogations of U.S. POWs in Korea as follows: -

S ,-?deeéﬁ,j’;"ﬁﬁd"fC'-'?iuéa_s'ian:‘_(preéumably. ‘Russian) questioned
. 'USAF 'personnel ‘during the Korean. conflict. The prepon-~ .

- derance of interrogators  were .Chinese ‘who; after their

- .. "entry into the conflict in late October of 1950, took over ...
. 'the: responsibility: for POWs ‘from.'the Koreans. Evidence S
- indicates that the -Kb;éans-‘ reluctantly gave up this respon- -
. sibility, and that often tense feelings rose concerning who
“. was to have custody of a new 'POW, " Not infrequently, -
- POWSs reported that they were captured by North Koreans'
. and turned over to the Chinese only after much heated -

-+ -discussion and sometimes near ‘violence between the two

. ‘groups. In some cases,’a POW remained in North Korean .

. custody for prolonged periods of time.se0 TS
_The most detailed discussion of the interrogations now available
is contained in the recent interview by.Dr. Cole 'or Victor ‘Alexan:
drovich Bushuyev, Deputy Chief of Intelligence for-the 64th Soviet
Air Corps. On September. 16, 1992, Mr. Bushuyev: made the follow- -
1ngstatement T L I R A LA

.. We had.contacts with the American POWs, mainly the
. pilots,”We weren'’t ‘interested in ~anybody -else. I was-re- : -
. sponsible for organizing the interrogations and for process- . .
T ipg' all of the information received during the interroga- . -
L HODSL e e R

5 Subimitted for the record of the Select Committee hearing, 11/10/92. -~ .
$%% Analysis of the Korean War Prisoner of -War. Experience HQ USAF SEAsia PW Analysis
Program Report A10-2, March 1974, Appendix One, 25.. -+ - "0 4 o RN



© . How were the interrogations: organized? All arrange.
~_ments, the structure of the. interrogation;’its. content etc.;

_were completely. in-the' hands of the Chinese: We prepared.
---—‘-‘qu’estioh“sfin-iadva_nce_':,—'I-‘henj;j,we7ga'v¢*"the*‘questijcsﬁs-*'itﬁ*tﬁé’
+Chinese: They. asked the questions while interrogating the
American POWs. When I.was there, I believe all American
- POWs were completely'in Chinése hands on the territory-
- of North Korea. ..., " " O L A IV
- All American pilots, with no-exception, would be intérro-

‘gated in ‘the town “of -Sinidju. It ‘was" the very'northern’

-most point in Korea, ‘near .the :Yalu river: Aacross from'
- An'Dung ‘where. we. were. stationed. There was. a special
_-building’ there—the ‘interrogation point. Americans would"
-'be brought  there.” We: could ‘see’ it from ‘An'Dung. We.
~would go there about twice aweek to accommodate the’
gfpﬁz;;oners_;ifSqmetimesﬁthe:e*-werefjustfaifew*-of;'th“émif"sa’i we~
" T'was responsible for the interrogations of the POWs,
‘but neither.I nor the translators ever saw any ‘of the .
-;MROWs;LWith»-]our—j"o'w'-n--‘:ey$;4?-f%ntaafv'on-.+-30ur ~level"was-com:"
Pletely prohibited. We only had to get questions ready-and
‘then receive the answers. -
“We wouldenter the building from a different side béfore:
-the POWs ‘were ‘brought ‘there. ‘We  would go to our room
‘and:would sit"there very quietly. Only_then would they
bring in the POWs.- We had 1o Visual contact.: We would .

“sit’ behind- the wall, a'thin wooden ‘wall, and. the transla-

.Yors would sit with us. We hear everything. The interroga-
jt_ion’s'wéz;ej...in'Enili\sh‘,"offcpurse.; e g T
- .We were prohibited from seeing the Americans ... . The "
‘Main Intelligence; Directorate ‘in ‘Moscow would " give us
' Questionnaires: ask this, ask that, whatever. we thought
was: interesting. I don't: want to offend  the American
-pilots, mainly we would deal. with the pilots, but they were
“of no value.:They didn’t know. anything. They were aver- -
-age-pilots, and good athletes.:  *"" - O AN A
-1 was’there for ‘more than one year, ‘the most - tense
-period. Practically all the POWs went. through may hands;
‘not .in‘ person but their files and interrogation -materials.
‘Several hundred of them. But, again I want to say that .
‘none, of them was any serious value to us. We knew. twice "
‘as. much as they could tell us .. . Practically all ‘of the -
American . POWs-belonged to the Chinese. The war was'
‘conducted not by the Koreans but by the Chinese and Sovi- .
.ets. The Koreans: were under pressure and had ro rights. -
They would just load:and unload stuff, build roads, that

sortofthing. . . o0 oo T TR
- There was no need.to bring: Americans-to Russia. Mili- -
tary. personnel, location of basés'and all that were already ‘-
’known..'We -had ‘no- questions of 'this sort. We had’ the-
‘planes:as well, all their. parts, so it didn’t make any sense -
ﬁo take pilots to Russia). If someone had asked for political

asylum we would have, but T haven’t heard of.any such .-
cases. As far as I know, our. counterintelligence people .



dldnt express any partxcular mterest m the p1lots. We
would have known thxs 581,

Regardmg the issue of post-capture deaths of Ame_ncan MIA-

POWs in the Soviet Umon, Dr. Cole has; stated the followmg

"I have. interviewed two Sov1et mxhtary advrsers in Korea‘, b
v ;vwho had contact with two' American. POWS who were not " -
.- repatriated. The first, tentatively identified as First Lieu. .
* . ‘tenant Niemann, was definitely seen and perhaps interro- -
- .-gated by Soviet. rmhtary advisors. Niemann, who-is‘on the -
',RANelg and TFR l1sts ls hsted in- several records as de-fv
' ceas SE
S Another Sovxet m111tary adv1ser recalled havmg contact‘ S
L ‘.w1th “Lt. Colonel V. Black” in order to arrange an.inter- .
. 'viéw with Pravda. Colonel- Vance E. Black ‘of -California, .
~-who-has-not- been-accounted-for-since-he-was-shot- downin—+
i ',»..-,May 1951 ‘was seen .alive by an American POW.in Pyon- -
. gyang in March 1952, Lt. Colonel Vance E. Black may be
" the “V. Black,”” who was identified 1n the. Pravda artlcle--. o
--'-«-'-‘-1.-'-.:-~f'—;~and seen-by-a- Sovxet ‘military-adviser:- Ty
.+ According to.a:retired KGB ‘Major: General Sovxet mtel T
e hgence wanted to_recruit agents ‘George. Blakes decision -
“". to work for the'KGB, ‘whether it was the result of recruit-. .
- “ment or simply'& walk-m, gave the KGB additional incen- - .
. tive to find other. potentlal agents among the UN prisoner-. c
" iof-war : population.: Army . G-2' analyses “of ‘repatriated.:
" American' POWs -turned"up.an alarming’ number of cases.
. -that fit this pattern. In June 1954, the U.S. advised the Air .
. . Force that “evidence had been uncovered whrch concerned -
::the assignment of Sabotage and Espionage missions to re-" -
- patriated American- prisoners of war durmg “Big and
- Little Switch,” ‘and_ that’ qulte recently ‘new ‘cases of this .
" type have been discovered:” No evidence has. 'yet been ob- .
© . tained that. points toward -a similar North Korean or Chi- -
. nese interest in recruiting agents. There have been reportsl T
. -over the years that American POWs were used as guinea . .
. .. pigs.in Sino-Soviet b1olog1cal expenments None of th1s has. e
- “been documented-thus far.: . - SR
- Intelligence reports located in the U, S archlves are Y
W Hnearlg silent on the .issue of whether: American' MIA- o
.. POWS- were ‘transferred to’ the- territory of the USSR. If
"+ " this activity took:.place, it ‘was-not- dlscussed in Elghthj,;
S -Army G=2° ally reports-or: annual summaries. If this activ-
ity took place it .was not widely' known ‘to- repatriated =
‘;'; POWs. Thus far only one ‘repatriated . POW afﬁdav1t has.'h .
" been located that mentions this activity.582. RO

In this afﬁdawt repatnated POW John T. Cam sald that he had.
‘been told by a’ Natlonahst Chinese officer that a U.S. helicopter
pilot with the rank of Second Lieutenant had been takento Russia
:m March 1952 The Captam dxd not know the branch of serv1ce,'~

'f “sor Paul M Coles mtermw thh kator Almndrmch Bu:huyev. Deputy Chxef of Intelh
'vgenee. 64th Air Corps.. Moscow, Se&tember 16,'1992.. .
- s Submxtted for the record of Select Commxttee heanng 11110/92. o ‘



--and’ had - communicated -this ‘information. to' POW. Cain through
- -“sign. language, in' broken"English, ‘and- by pictures drawn on’ the
~.ground then erased.”. ' U T iR e
.. In the early and mid-1950’s; according to Dr. Cole,.the U.S. Gov--
~ernment took the position’ that- Americans may-well ‘have' been
- transported from Korea or China to the territory of ‘the: USSR:.For .
- example, according to press. reports,'in May 1954, the US: Depart-
-‘ment of State delivered a note-to the Soviet Foreign Ministry ac--
~cusing' the Soviets of Having ‘transferred American. prisoners to the
 Serritory of the Soviet Union from Korea. The Soviet Governrent's
- rejection of the U.S. note was. the first. public. notice: that.the ‘US.
~:had made such a protest: As Dr. ‘Cole stated, “reports were ‘appar- -
- ently collected through U.S. intelligence. and diplomatic channels-
- that: U.S. POWs during: the KoreanWar ‘were ‘seén’ in- Soviet -
;»;s;._Lgﬁt;i;tb;eLinlo;wii;g’;,yea.lf;:~,theﬁ.coprd;inated.;itjx_tler-agency{—pbs'itiohjofre
the United States took precisely-the opposite position, concluding: -

.., »With'regard to.the question of United States personnel - .-
~ . captured in ‘Korea; the Department of Defense has ‘in-
+.~-formed-us that-all-American servicemen, missing of unac: "
. counted for in that conflict, have been presumed dead. In.
. closé cooperation with the Department of Defense, howev- - ,,
e, we intend to continue'to seek information from the
- “Communists about their fate. Further, we have no- evic .
“." - dence that any United States personnel captured:in Korea. =
-+ w-were ever taken: to the Soviet:Union.$83 . ool n
.+ - ~There has ‘been no -official explanation that squares = -
" these ‘two_contradictory  positions. : The - possibility ‘that . -
. American POWs were moved from Korea or China to.the = . -
-, territory of the USSR cannot ‘be. ruled out. Thus far, no .
. documentary evidence has béen found to support'such a -
..+ position.. Circumstantial ' evidence (viz., ‘missing POWs,
- SinoSoviet intelligence cooperationi, Russian presence in "
- Korean POW: camps) and eyewitness testimony (former . .
. prisoners, Soviet military sources) point to the' possibility < -
+! . that some American POWs may have beentaken to the -
+- <USSR. The motives for this activity have been estab- - =
oo lished 884 T T TR
- Testimony of Gen. Volkogonov on Koréa -~ .. ="+ ' 7o
~In response to questions from the ‘Committee, Gen. Volkogonov
said that he had found no evidence to indicate that large numbers
‘of 'US. POWs had been held in ‘the Soviet' Union" during 'the "
‘Korean War. As he testified: " - . T PP N
-+ 1 have examined an enormous number of documents, ir- o
" _-cluding the documents of Stalini, Beria, and all the special -~
. services, and these.are documents which would have con -

Joma? Letter from Assistant Secetary Thurston B. Moiton to Congressman Vorys, February 10,
" #84Select Committee hearing, 11/10/92. . e AR ‘



tamed evndence of Amencan pnsoners belng taken; L
'through ‘Soviet territory.: S
.. T'want to bring. your attentlon to One document empha—' i
., sizing thatsthe leaders ‘of these secret agencies, the KGB, - "
“—rthe NKVD;did" ‘riot lie"to one another. They told the truth"'“”;"“"?
" to one another in’the totalitarian ‘systéem because it 'was

" extremely dangerous for thern not:to do so. They may have - .-
.. deceived ‘America or the :Soviet. public;. but among them-‘
.+ selves they:were-forced'to. tell:-the truth.-- S

- And here is'a document giving. ewdence to the followmg ,f' S
o Thxs is & document of February 4, 1954°of Interlor Minister
- [,Sergel Kruglov, written‘to him, mdxcatmg that'in special -
-, prisons on- the territory’of the-Soviet Union there are six C
. American citizens being held in special prisons and camps ' -
- of the ministry: of :internal’ affairs. This -document. was: .
_never intended to be made:public. Tt was top:secret; and it~ .

- contains the names of these persons, but agam, was purely oo
- for. the internal use'of the Interior Ministry. " e
~ " And 'this was 1mmed1ately after the ‘war in: Korea De
.splte ‘all"of our work—and we have. _many archmsts work-"
=7 ing, dozens of experts searching, on’"their-own timeonia
. "volunteer basis, a’ great many archives. Despite this, we -
.- 'have found no confirmation of the- presence of other Amer~ S
| %an c:g:ﬁzens located on- the terntory of the Sowet., ; |
./ Union.585. -~ "~ :

Gen Volkogonov testlﬁed that apart from the February*4 1954_
"document the Russians” have ‘found only one other documeént. con-"
-cern Korean-era U.S: POWs.: This_ document concerned: two U.S.

airmen: from a helicopter: forced to land in’ North Korea, in behalf
-of whom the U.S: ‘Embassy in Moscow' requested. Soviet assistance,
“According to 'Gen. Volkogonov, the Soviet government decided not
‘to réspond to' the . note. The Russ1ans have no mformatlon on the,
fate of these two men. :

With respect .to the locatlon of mterrogatmns of U S. nsoners‘

dunng the Korean war, Gen: Volkogonov has told the Commlttee

Based' on testlmony by G.1. Korotkov, who partlclpated.; S
- o in interrogations of" American POWs from the Korean War "
“. . period,. mterrogatlons ‘were . conducted - in- an- especially.
' -equipped ‘site ata junction' of the Korean, Chineseand
. Soviet borders. So far we have been unable to détermine. -
" 'the exact location of this: site. The Soviet side was not en-
L gafed in transporting American POWs' to this site. ‘Prob- .
-+ ably:they were, brought by Korean semcemen, who then i
. _took them ‘away after mterrogatlons §s6.. P

) Testzmony of Lzeutenant Colonel Phtlhp Carso, USA Ret

On November 10, 1992, the. Commxttee heard the testunony of Lt
Col.-Phillip Corso, USA Ret., a member of the National Security
Council staff during the Elsenhower Administration.. Lt. Col, Corso.
‘was: head of the spec1a1 pro_)ects dmsxon of the Far East Command

o “‘SelectCommxtteehcanng, 11/11/92 , o SR
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during the Korean War, in the G=2 section, with' responsibility for’
keeping track. of "N.orthﬂ*-Koréan:'i-POW--"camaps;*:During'.‘"the‘j“cl.OSin'g_"f
-days ‘of the war, Lt. .Col. Corso participated. in discussions on the’
+ exchange of sick'and wounded prisoners of war:(the “Little. Switch’’.-
~.operation), and the full'exchange of prisoners (“Big Switch”). = S

. L. Col.: Corso testified that. at the ‘end of the exchange .of sick

~-ment showing. that all U.S:'sick and wounded were not returned, :
- and that about-500 prisoners who were not returned would ‘bé in_
 danger of dying if they did not receive treatment. Lt. Col...Corso -
- testified that U.S: officials broughtthis to the attention. of the pre-
‘siding Chinese general who responded simply by snapping a pencil
in two and doing nothing. According to Lt. Col. Corso, the U.S. con-
cluded that approximately 8,000. prisoners who should have come
‘home during Operation Big- Switch -did-not. Lt."Col. Corso-drafted.
. statements to be %;’celnto 1 'éf=’Uj}it‘ed‘,"Natioxi,SL.by;:Dr‘;Cha:le's;:Mayo..;
~and Henry Cabot Lodge. As Col. Corso testified: . . Revad
+ . Dr. Charles .-'Ma{.oi’g'ave' the statement on’bacteriological . -
.. Warfare, and Ambassador Lodge on.the United Nations
,N_...i.,;.é..,m?i?sbnlexté;‘Of.jvlar‘;:..And;gwe-_fou,nd‘_‘0ut.A:t_hvat.».at,;the‘;..timelzrtheT:i,,;.;,,....’_.:
.. Chinese, under Russian tutelage; had a detailed, scientific * " )
" process of Pavlovian type experiments which they were
.- -.conducting on-our prisoners. <. gL .

. We knew sbout this information, buf were hindeted
. . from sending agents to the North to find out more about - -

. this because this'was handled mostly by OPC, which wasa '
Cunitof the CIA, 0 7 v o e TR TR T
., Now, during my tour in Korea, I compiled the evidence, . .

- . - T'was receiving this ,.da'ily,‘_;tha,t..prisoners:had-‘--not-been-reg. SRR
", turned from North Korea and had’ been sent, in fact, to."
~i.. the.Soviet Union. The ‘war was still going on: at the time. . -
. The' information that I had “was: compiled, and I was . i
.. amazed to hear that there. was.no evidence in the archives P
.. ‘onthis. There were actually hundreds of reports. The re- -
' ports came from prisoner of war interrogation reports of -

* - North Koreans, prisoners of war, Chinese prisoners of war, .
. -and defectors, and some photographs that we took, our re-: S
.. connaissance planes took, . e
-+ . 'These ‘reports were compiled and kept'in files, and I'd - -
., -say offhand there must have been 300 or 400-of these re-
- ports easily in my file of knowledge from prisoniers of war. . -
.. and'so forth that our prisoners had. been sent up.through . -
- Manchuria ‘to -Man-chou:li (by: train). There 'they were” = L
- transported or changed. ‘There they:were changed because .
- of the gauge and sent to the Soviet Union. I had very defi- .
- nite information on two trainloads . . : from Chinese pris-- -
~ oners of war, North Korean prisonersof ‘war, civilian de- - .
" fectors, and photographs. We had some. photographs of the - *
1. camps.88T . [ v T R T T T
- Lt. Col. Corso estimated that each of the two train loads of US. -
POWs' contained: about 450. prisoners, for.‘a total ‘of 900.POWs.
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transported to the Soviet-Union. He stated that he had some. incon-
clusive.information as to: the’ possibility. of a° third, similar: train-
“load. In all, Lt. ‘Col.: Corso said ‘he had 200 to300 reports’ about
-these 900 POWs or related information. Eventually, he was asked
“to brief President” Eisenliower personally on the situation, in a five-
"minute meeting which took’ place.in mil -1953, or possibly as late as
*1954. This: meeting. took' place while Lt..Col. Corso was ‘serving on.
the staff of the National Security. Council. As Lt. Col. Corso. testi-

.+ 1 had & call from my.principal, C. D:. Jackson, one day, .

" who was special assistant to the President. He said, get'
“ ... over,'we have to go see'the President.. Bring jour prisoner -

- ..-of war -report. My prisoner - of ‘war :Areg_‘ortz that I-handed ' . -
. him '-Was';onél;pa"g.e;ﬂ“ I walked in ‘the office. The. President '~
' was in‘the Oval Office, the three of us, and I saw him, and . = -
.',',.z;;._ZL;h.e.,,s.@,id.;’I;;u,nder..sta.pdi;;yOu._*haYe::a..:.repqn;,?.on-,~prispners';;;“'Off......;m,;._..L
- war going to the SovietUnion? I told him, yes, that's what. .~
+ o Pmherefor, o o e e RS
-+ » T compiled this report not only here but- from: informa-. .
... tion in-Korea, which I said before, that up to 1,200.we sus- - -
- pect, but about 900 certainly did go there. Our information’ -
15 solid, as'solid"as intelligence information can be, because .|
« - that's the nature of intelligence.”.. -~ 0 LTl
.- I'handed [President Eisenhower) the report, and he read -
. .- it. And he had a very- serious look onhthis-face.... .-This. = _
... was-not.a pleasant' meeting. It did not last long,..". He -
. +said, Colonel, "he said;'do you'have any recommendations, " -
.- because.in the military, generally the writer of the report. .
. has to-make a recommendation to; his ‘superior ‘who then . -

. decides on what todo withit. .. i v T ool L
.-~ 1 said; yes: The nature of this report—these men will.
-+ never come back alive because they will get in the hands =
. .of the KGB who will 'use them for their purposes. Espio- ~ -
- -nage, play-backs, or whatever. This is’ not. uncommeon in, .
- the intelligence business..Once they fall in their hands,
.- there’s little hope of them' coming back: - R IO
- And’1 told -him, ‘Mr. President;. you are aware -of the o
- System of the KGB, how they usé prisoners.of war.and de- "~
-+ fectors? And he said, yes, I am. He said, is your recommen- .
;- -dation not to make it public? I said, my recommendation’is: = -
- not to make public the part—the KGB operation. It's diffi-" -
. .cult to'understand at its'best. It hasn’t been: revealed. The =

_ - -part on prisoners, that I don’t know. .

. So, the President said; well,

| ell, I accept your recommenda- .

Sootion L the 'said, well, T agree, we cannot give it'to the -
. .- families. Then'I said, Mr. President, though, may I senda .
.:’:¢0P3£ glffthis, report to the Department of Defense? He said,. - -
- According to Lt. Col, Corso, the effort to locate and retrieve U.S.
POWs held by the Communists during the Koréan War were im-
peded by the U.S. policy of not making strident and confrontational -
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-, statements directed at the Soviet Union; North Korea and China.
* Lt. Col. Corso testified that-“The big policy was the policy of fear.
:-Fear of general war. That was the policy that was stopping us.” Lt.
" Col. Corso added that the families were not told because: -~ = -
e & O "'11_3d'*"?héve"“fto'f'f\tel’l*the%familiéS‘if't_hatf"theSefbﬁyg'f'wgféf:fzi"T
- "'going. to be ‘tried, used, exploited for NKVD operations '
'+ which were espionage, sabotage; and take their identities. -
- .: And that we felt would have been damaging to the fami- " -
... lies,.but [it’s hard:to -explain,: sir-i:i, Th y-were going tobe - .-
" exploited in a very sinister way. As.far as felling them '~
..~ they were alive; sir, I put-in' a-speech at the United Na-
.. -tions that. 1,800 prisoners of war had gone to the Soviet ~ .
. Union, had been- transferred to. the. Soviet Union. Now,
» . .there was no'mention that they were. dead or.not dead; but: . -
- that.was put in the statement ‘and released, and he gave =
~"me perrhission to put that in;589. . . o oo o

. According to Lt. Col. Corso, he is the only person.alive who par-
“ticipated in the decision not to tell the. families the information
- concerning U.S. POWs in the Soviet Union. The Committee has:-not
'been -able ‘to find_any_documentary_corroboration: of. his-informa-
CROm T e S e e T

- _:The testimony of Col:Delk Simpson (USAF-Ret.), a former U.S:
military attache in Hong Kong, also-supported ‘the possibility that
- large numbers of U.S: prisoners were. transferred to Soviet terri-
“tory during the Korean war period. Col. Simpson téstified that he
‘had received and passed on to U.S. Air Force Intelligence head-
- quarters in 1954 an eyewitness account concerning the transporta- -
~tion .of -approximately 700 American prisoriers from. Man-chou-li,
~China into Siberia: According to Col, Simpson’s source, a number of
the prisoners were black soldiers, = - G o

-~ Col. Simpson testified that he has worked since his retirement in

1961 to bring this issue to the:attention of the government, includ-:
-ing visits to offices in"both the ‘executive andlegislative branch.

Col, Simpson said that he had learned that DIA considered him to
- be “senile”’ and that: the prisoners he’ had reported were French’
from " the French-Indochinese’ War,  being taken to.: Siberia : for-
-return to France. - = .0 oo e T e
- As Col. Simpson testified: . -0 L

"+ It was ot until six months ago that I came to under- .
_.:stand the possibility of why I received such official inac- . -
-+ tion. At that time, I met Colonel Corso, and Colonel Corso . -
.. +told me that'in 1953, he was the author of a policy while:~
. on the: White House staff to abandon all’ prisoners being
+ 'held by the Russians. He said the policy. was approved by
. - President Eisenhower. Senator, it ‘is’ incomprehensible to -
.. /me that anybody would make such-a decision to send our -

. boys to a sure death.5%0 -
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.. Col.. Simpson testified that his original source was & Polish man
 trying to get to Alstralia, who was afraid the U.S: was .-goingf-tfb--'try |
- to stop him. Col. Simpson promised to keep.his name and. desting-
tion secret. He sent the. information ‘as ‘a classified: report to the
: Pentagon, and never received a response. | .. ., .o oL

" The-case ‘of Sgt. ‘Steve E. Kiba demonstrates conclusively that,

Whether or not prisoners were transferred from-North Korea to the
- former Soviet Union, at least'some’ w‘ere;itfans,fqrred;_to;_t,lliefPerl'e’s;{
‘Republic of ‘China’ (PRC). Sgt. Kiba was interned in China for 32
-months as-a POW during the Korean War. An Air Force pilot, Sgt. -
~Kiba was transported to Red Chiria about three days after his cap-
-ture on January 12, 1953, and remained there until his release on
. August 4, 1955. Throughout his time as a POW in-China, he experi-
‘enced degrading and harsh conditions. As Sgt. Kiba testified: . .

it They were sadistic_and: barbaric .....threatened-me--

.-+ with-all"kinds of horrendous: tortures, and they ‘even did i
-+ "some of them ... . They told me'T would never go home '
- . unless'I" cooperated.-And they threatened to keep me for - -

e. And they kept: some.of my.friends. for. life.  They're -

... Sgt. Kiba' testified that American POWs were abandoned ‘after
‘the 1953 cease-fire, and that he was one .of them, but that ‘others;
unlike him, never returned. He stated that either he or others i -
“his crew saw ten to fifteen caticasians whose fates remain undeter.-
‘mined. As'he testified: o on LTl T
S It».i"sj:'_a_‘knovin",-»fa'ct"thjait',.‘v{e,abandoned American service-
.. men after [World War II, Korea, and Vietnam] and let
.- their families down. I know we abandoned some because T

.. saw some of them.. ...~ .. G U el
.-+ .President Harry Truman was the first President to leave' -
.. . .Americans behind. Then. Presidenit Eisenhower abandoned - R
... American POWs after the: Korean War'in North Korea, " . -
* -Red China and the Soviet Union. In a press Conference on . .
- April-29, 1959, President Eisenhower -acknowledged that- -
. not-all. American. ‘POW’s - were ‘repatriated “after ‘the .
- Korean War ceasefire.592~ ~ +. "« " "
. "According to Sgt. Kiba, .The Commiunists he met ‘while he'was in -
captivity demonstrated to him that they.were sadistic and’ needed -,
no reason to keep 'Americans, because ‘a' Communist is different.”

As he testified, “for almost 40 years, T've been'trying to inform the

American people and. the news media' of the héinous crime of en- "
slaving. the ‘bodies and ‘minds of our courageous fighting men by.
the godless commiinists.” Mr. Kiba said that in the final analysis, -
he could understand why he was so badly treated by the Commu..
nists, but he could not understand why his own government had
‘asked: him 'to remain silent after his return. about the others he
had seen in China while he was a POW. - AT S A
: ."".Tgstiniony;;ch.jlo.,.199‘2‘, S " Sl e
‘!?.T,ecti_x.ngny. Nov. 10,1992, . - ;



: State Department testtmony on North Korea AT

-"Until . recently, the- Government of North Korea has prov1ded
little «cooperationto the United States in accounting for missing’
U.S. servicemen -despite:its. .obligation_to; :do_so_under the.armistice.
, agreement that.ended the Korean War. As a result 00 archival re-
‘search in North Korea has been possible. A series of diplomatic ini-
‘tiatives: over the past five’ years;: ‘however, give grounds for hope
‘that progress may be possible in the future. As Charles Kartman,

“director of the" Office of Korean Affarrs, U S Department of State‘
told the Commrttee . .

In'1988° . we announced a modest pohcy mrtlatxve g
".-g;,,'}-almed at’ enhancmg the prospects for resolving the prob- -
. .. lemsof the Korean War, by. drawmg North Kores out of =
-‘"_'1ts isolation: As part of that process, we operied a diplomat- .
. dc channel with the North Koreans throughout respective: -

embassy ‘political counselors in Beumg At our ﬁrst meet-
. “ing’in 1988, and.subsequently. on’ many ‘occasions in that
" 'channel,we told the North Koreans that in order to im- =
_" prove relations, with us they should take. steps in. several:"'.;.i )
7 areas, mcludmg Korean War’ POW/MIAs S
. In" 1990, 'on ‘Memorial Day.. .. ' North: Korea returned-,
‘five sets of femains to a- Congressronal delegation headed. "
by Representatwe Sonny Montgomery. In'June 1991, they ©
“_handed over 11°'more sets:to, Senator- Smith, who had par- -7
" ticipated“in arrangements. for this action.. Senator Smith
#:-used- thig-occasion to-reinforce: our- posrtron on the 1mpor-
o -tance of regulanzmg the process, L
" - On both:occasions, the North Koreans made it plam that S
" they: hoped to. denve some pohtlcal beneﬁt from: thelr ac-,‘;
.. ‘tions. i R
oo Ine January of thls year, undersecretary of State Kanton o
. discussed with a hxgh-level North Korean ‘delegation in -
~*"'New York the full range of issues, focused of course onour ' ,
" concerns. regarding the ‘North’ Korean nuclear: program, . -
. but including the MIA issue. Then in- Apnl [1992], North
" .. Korean Presiderit Kim Il Sung, in an interview with the ..
.. Washington’ Tlmes, sald that North Korea was prepared to'
o .f.resolve the MIA issue in a humanitarian manner. s
e In May [1992], the North Koreans returned 30: sets of re-
‘" mains in Panmunjon' directly to the United Nations Com-.‘..; o
- mand. The North Koreans said explicitly at the time that "
.. "they- were willing:to discuss formal arrangements to . -
_;'return further remams to the Umted Natlons command

Lo We have asked the DPRK to glve us’ any avaxlable mfor- T
~matlon on POW’s and: MIA's:'In- reply, we have only been -
- told that there is not a'single POW in the DPRK. We have. " -
;- raised this issue with both Russia‘ and- China repeatedly-_-:": B
. " this ‘year, and w1ll continué to do.so' with them and with . .

- ‘North- Korea . : , ‘the best ‘answers will come from a
-~ "longer-term process, which will bring-about not only the -
. - réturn -of remains, -but also -the resolution by other -



. means=—archival research for examiple—of questionis sur-

' rounding the fate of Korean War MAss53 '

Testiniony of Mr. Robert Dumas .~ .= .0
- On-November 11, 1992, the Committee received testimony from.
~Mr. Robert Dimas; whose brother, PFC 'Roger A..Dumas'of Compa-
ny.C, 19th Infantry Regiment, 24th Infantry Division, was captured
northeast of Anju, North Korea'on or about November 4; 1950. Mr.
- Dumas testified to his belief that a large number of POW. s .were re-
‘tained by-the Koreans:and are: still there; ‘working" on' collective

farms... - .

* Furthermore, Mr. Dumas, who'has had personal contact with
senior North. Korean officials at the United Nations for ‘several
“years, including.the Ambassadors, said that only a:comprehensive

-approach, :involving ‘all -outstanding lssues,could bring results on

-the POW issue with the North Koreans, " -~ . ... - -
. Mr. Dumas testified that he met with the: North Korean Ambas-:

‘sador in New.York in July 1992 and the Ambassador said; =~ .
1" ' Bob, -all. you want is your brother home. That’s all. And @
. he said talk to the man in the White House, get somebody: . *

--:‘---"'f"F-"?t°‘~Sit~?dOW.n~‘Wit.1i%-u's;‘-.~-and%=‘1ét-*s-g‘.ofp‘vei“‘theff-WhOle-’v‘thin'g;"the~fi;~-‘-r-z;;-r
... whole category. Let’s-go over everything, the whole catego-
- ry594 R R T e T e T

- Mr. Dumas then related for the Commitiee a mesting he attend:

-edin. New. York ‘'on December:9; 1987, with the Reverend Jesse

-Jackson and Ambassador Pak Del Yan of the DPRK. He said that

‘Reverend Jackson opened the discussiotrwith: =~ L

- Mr. Ambassador, if you have: live prisoners in North .

- ~Korea'right now, I will come to North: Korea on Christmas "~
~'Eve and bring some home alive. And in. the ‘springtime, if

. -you have any remains, we will go back in'the spring'and = -

- "exhume those with an organization of human rights people -

- .."from our side and your side.3%5 .. .. CA T e
" Mr. Dumas continued, “And the first thing the Ambassador said,
‘yes; Reverend, that would be good for both our countries.” . -

. Mr.. Dumas interpreted this disclssion to.be -an admission by the
North Korean Ambassador that his country-continues to hold U.S,
POWs. The Committee staff has requested an opportunity to dis-
cuss this meeting with Rev. Jackson, but such a discussion has not
taken place.” © L i
Testimony of Serban-Oprica, former Rumanian engineer -

- Mr. Dumas' belief that American' POWs are laboring in ' North:
Korean collective farms -wes consistent with the testimony of
Serban Oprica, a former Rumanian engineer now:living in. Hart- -
ford, Connecticut. Mr. .Oprica: worked for the 'Romanian govern-
ment in North Korea during 1979 and 1980, assisting: in the con-
struction.of -a. television  production factory in Pyongyang. Mr, -
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Oprica testified that, in late October or' early November, 1979, he
.8aw a group of Caucasians, whom' he believed to be -American-
- POWSs.. The sighting-occurred during a bus: ride.in the countryside.”

Mr. Oprica testified: 7T TR
;;,‘_.;7;;,;.;1,_;We-"s,‘e_e}-a«z.land'-‘-liké—a-;camp%vfzhe‘refvegét"abl'es;fﬁandf'my*atr‘fitjf‘
- tention was to—because I saw a person with a European :
.. face, with blue eyes very close the bus. And'Iwas very . -

. shocked. And ,eve?',body on the bus was shocked; And T
......as looking behinid_him (and) I saw.7 or:10.peoples. with'
. Caucasian face. And behind them, I saw more people work-.

... 'ing the.camp-..". .- They. were: dressed- with- North Korean -

" -: dress, like Chinese, but they worked in the camp and 'was.. = -

. According'to Mr. Oprica, the men were not guarded. In his depo-

_ Sition, he specified that he-saw no less than five and as many as
: fifteen other Caucasians:in the immediate: vicinity of the bus-and -
85 many as 50 othérs in the distance. All wore the same gray drab

- clothes and. were working in a farm field, without restraints:. -~ -
" - Mr. Oprica testified that at another place‘in-North Korea, at a

 Imuseum, he and his wife saw parts of American soldiers in aleohol,
- which-were used ‘as a means of frightening people. These body

“parts included limbs, hands, and heads, and were displayed in the
- vicinity ‘of American -armament items, ‘including -uniforms and -
5 Mr. Oprica also remembered witnessing an altercation between a™
_fumarian and a North Korean, while he was on an outing to the
- West.coast. port ity of Nampo. Mr.- Oprica remembers hearing the
Rumanian angrily accuse the Koreans of holding ‘American POWs

~from the Korean War. Mr. Oprica said that the Rumanians had -
-spent a:longer time in Korea than he had were certain that' Ameri-
-can POWs were still being held b the North Koreans, - -, "~ o
.. Mr. Oprica was debriefed by U.S. Army intelligence in 1988 in'
“behalf of ‘the DIA, ‘and by the FBI, but he believes that little or .

‘nothing was done with the information he provided... . -
L USIPOWSFROMWORLDWART .

RAND Project/Cole ' .. " G S e
. The RAND research on World War II, conducted by Dr. Paul *
Cole, focused on the European theater of operations, looking into
‘the question of how many Americans; “liberated” from ‘German .
POW camps by the Soviets; were ot repatriated, < 0 o0t
- . RAND found that 76,854 Americans. were estimated to be in -
German POW  camps as of March 15,1945, ‘but that_ the total -
‘number of American POWs recovered from: German. POW: camps ..
‘was- 91,252, nearly 14,000 more. than' expected. Moreover, Soviet -
forces: liberated -a_substantial number of these ‘POWs--28,662.ac- .
cording to:U.S; records; but only'22,554 according to Soviet records, =
adifference which. Dr. Cole attributed to poor Soviet recordkeeping. -
+ Inthe years that followed, several dozen, and- possibly as ‘many -
‘as several hundred, inquiries. were ‘made by the United States gov---
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‘ernment on behalf of U.S. MIAs, usually based. on requests from
family members. The Soviets responded by. creating an American
" Missing Persons File at its'National Archives, which included some-
~of this. correspondence, as -well as._ files. derived from ‘Missing: Air
;_Qneﬁw;teﬁotts;and;Exiemy;TEva_sibn-Aid:«reports;-SOmeﬁof‘.‘-whichjCOviﬁ
 ered crewmen who had been repatriated to the United States, As’

“Dr. Cole found:. - r s T e T B
- There is no question that many bomber crews survived -
- after parachuting or-crash landing-on territory controlled -
" by Soviet forces. Many of thése crewmen were repatriated. " .
-~ 'US-and Soviet records suggest, however; that an undeter. - .
", . mined number were. not. The U.S. Embassy at Moscow’s ef- = - -
.=, forts to obtain information about .American citizens:held <= .
... On the territory of the USSR were. severely.limited by the .

- Soviet'position that some’ American citizens were consid. -
.: . ered by Soviet authorities to‘be’ Rumariians, Hungarians, b

—~other-eastern"Europears, or even. citizens of the USSR, In
" these cases, the Soviet goverriment always refused to-give -
. .the U.S. Embassy even ‘the slightest bt of .information in.~~

. response to inquiries concerning people the Soviet authori-

" "ties considered to'be nion-U S citizéns. 5"

- Dr. Cole found no evidence to support charges that thousands of -
American POWs. liberated from Nazi German POW. camps were -
‘never repatriated. Moreover, his research: raises questions even
about the_relatively few individuals identified by the Russians as'
US. POWs who were never repatriated-by the USSR, As'Dr. Cole
* 7 ‘Some’ explanations of what happened to- unrepatriated - =
American POWs do not hold 'up ‘'well under serutiny. In- "
" December 1991, the Senate Select committes on: MIA-POW
. Affairs visited Moscow. During this visit, Gen. Dimitri Vol- "
~ ’kogonov. .gave the: U.S. delegation..a list, ‘containing: the -
. names of fourteen Americans who died [who) were alleged
. to'have died in Soviet custody during World War II. There
. is"no-information corcerning: the sources used to-comipile = -
. -this list.- The list does not.correspond to. unaccounted-for . -
... POW: records of the Adjutant General. There is nocorrela- -
"+ ;tion’ between this list and the mandate of the. dJoint US- -
- Russian Cornmission on MIA-POWS either.58 . """
- -Dr. Cole:then reviewed. the: efforts in the late 1940’s and early :
19505, which by 1956 had resulted in the release from Soviet block
captivity ‘of nineteen American . ¢itizens.  There ‘was_ little" subse-
quent activity in this area until December 5, 1991, when the US.
submitted data to the Russian government “concerning certain in-
dividuals who could have been detained in the:Soviet Union in the
1950’s.” . Russian - President: Yeltsin later advised that “two. of the::
Ppeople the U.S. side inquired ‘about.. . . were returned to U.S, au- -
thorities nearly 36 years ago.”. Another individual about whom the -
us. requested information-had -his remains recovered, identified,
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" and buried at his family’s request in the United- Stafes i 1957,
" pere was o record with respect to.the other individuals identified

- 7-On July 30,1992, Gen.: Dimitri Volkogonov,. chairman of the Rus-

- sian Delegation. to the 'U.S--Russian Commission ~on; MIA-POWs,
,-‘4-,'911bl-ishéd%:al,i%‘article.finflzvestwlistingfthe"names' 0f 39" American
. citizens who had been illegally. detained: by the Soviet government.
'. ‘;'légé‘g,rdinghto Dr: Cole, however, none: of the-39 was an 'American-

- In:summary, the initial.phase of the Rand-revisw, while incom.

~ plete-and inconclusive, tends to- discredit the idea that a substan-'
-tial number of U:S. POWs were held by the Soviet Union following.
~World War Il and not repatriated, .~ = = = SR
g0 this regard, Dr. Cole took issue with the authors of Soldiers of
~ Misfortune and Moscow Bound concerning the number- of. POWs
- the Red Army “libérated” from German POW' camps and failed to.

repatriate. His conclusions: = * - T T T BRI

- The number of Américan POW's who were not repatriat. | -

".».ed-from-German POW. camps in World War II appears to. -
. be’less than 200, - Assertions ' that' tens. of thousands of -
.. ‘Ametican POW’s were abandoned are “inconsistent.with. .. -
7 the historical vecord.” T T
© . US. and Soviet Archives suggest that fewer. than 100 Eo
. ‘American POW's, perhiaps 50 or. fewer, were held on the' .
- territory of the US.S.R. after World War II.
.. An undetermined.number of “American air crews—riot .
- POWs—were deteined by the USSR after making forced
« - landings-on territory-it controlled. Most; if not all, of these " *

. .-crews were repatriated from the U.S.S.R. Some others'may.
+.-not have ‘been: repatriated. from Soviet-occupied. terr itory, =
- but answering this question requires further research. © =~ ;.
.+ The U.S. government located the graves of hundreds of - - |
' American servicemen on; Soviet-controlled territory. These |
'+ were not POWs; most were on the territory of Sovietoccu: <
. pied Germany. Records show few of these remains were re-. - .

. Covered from the territory of the USSR®%s - . .
‘Sanders, Sauter, and Brown' - - " e e
o John M.G. Brown ‘and James D. Sanders, assisted by Mark A
Sauter, have conducted years of research in U.S. archives,: search- -
‘ing for information relating to U.S. and allied POWs who fell into .
the hands of th'é,SoViet"A:mﬁ'. as it pursued the rapidly retreating
‘Wehrmacht across Eastern Europe in 1945. Thousands ‘of soldiers
‘were moved by rail, truck and foot. eastward, not :westward; and- -
‘most ended- their cross-country jo rney at the: port .of Odessa, on .
the Black sea, there to await iransport by sea to.their homelands. =
‘This much is not in dispute.'What: is. i’ question is how many of . .
these soldiers were not allowed to board ship, but were destined for :
the vast-Gulag of the Russian-Siberian - interior. Mr. Sanders and "
‘Mr. Brown estimate that between 20,000 and 23,500 were POWs.of
the Germans and became prisoners of | he Soviets.. ..~ B
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It is’, Mr Brown s theory that Commumst mrstreatment of
POWs—-that is, retaining thém as hostages for polltlcal PUrpPOSes—:.
"can be traced.to the behavior of the Bolsheviks. According to Mr..

' Brown; the Bolsheviks kept:at least 60 American’ soldrers t ey-cap- -
-tured-during"the—Allied-intervention-of- ~1918—1919 at"Archange w4
.and a few from:the: Siberian front. In: his view, this' was a prelude
to the: retention by the Soviets of thousands: of soldlers taken from
‘.'the German POW:camps after World War I1.° L
.. Mr.. Sanders. furnished the Committee wrth a: cnthue‘ ‘of Dr
Cole’s research ina letter ‘on iNovember 15 600 Pertment \

;\follow

. Let me start by statmg. -that the World War H portron of
; Dr Cole’s report is hopelessly: mcompetent Any investiga- -
. '}-,;-tor/ana]yst/hlstonan researching a: ‘possible - Government -
- - cover-up of historic proportions, would begin by ‘testing. the
- - official Government history" agamst the avaﬁa le data Dr
2 .-z:fj'.;jCole, however, failed 'to'do this. . T
. Instead; he relied exclusively: on the RAMPs Report (Re- ‘: ;
o ;;‘covered Allied Mrhtary Personnel) to formulate his work-
L ing hypothesxs Since the RAMPs report, completed in "~ -
1946, is the official’ Government version of the. recovery of . - -
" POWs, & ‘competent historian would first demonstrate that . '
- the'official hrstory is correct Itis mcorrect in. vrrtually allg.
-wfcrrtlcal ‘areas. ’ Lo
Cole quotes the RAMPs dlsmformatron Tine- that only o
“76 854 were 'estimated to. be 'in German POW -camps.” * ',
’*--ffHere ‘are-the: correct conﬁrmed Amencan P@Ws héld by-'j i

7 theGermans:, . ¢ R
""f'iEuropeanTheater rgentees 76474' e
*. .. Mediterranean Theater... R, eenevisssereivassbisesinnmeen: 201:1" L

;North Afncan Theater e f’v 1667.;4 RO

Mr Sanders went on to say that h1s archlval research turned up
’ “Battle Casualties. of the Army,” which support his figures. He also
asserts that' his research shows-that the U.S. actually expected
.106-107,000 POWs -to be returned, which included between 8 ,000.
“and’ 9,000 ‘men ' carried- as MIA' but not definitely known to. be. in-
;-capt1v1ty On May 19, 1945, ‘a document found by Mr. Sanders— -
j sxg'ned by Gen Elsenhower—shows that 105 000 returnees were ex-

‘ How manga;eturned" Dr Cole, usmg the RAMPs re rt says,‘-E
-a91 252. Mr ders says that hls research shows that the number ;
,dld not exceed 85,000."

Mr Sanders letter contmued w1th 1ts summary of hls ﬁndmgs

Between February ‘and April ‘1945, 5,159 Amencans; e
should ‘have been ‘evacuated  through Odessa R
2,858 were recovered, however.. At least 2,301 Amencans;} L
dxsapg{eared A June 1945 Stdte Department study in the ..
files ‘confirms. thls, 'stating - that 5, 200 Amencans*._-{,'

Y should have come out, through Odessa SRY | =
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On May 19 1945 Elsenhower mformed General George;
C ‘Marshall, stating' that"an estimated 25,000. Americans . -

- were- still- held by the Red' Army. It should be noted that . .
' this'message was sent. durmg the hexght of the hostage ne- . .

gotxatnons that’ were in"progress in Halle, Germany. Only™
4,165 Amencans ‘returned from Soviet control after-that .
date 'We lost 2,500 out of Poland and the Ukraine be- .-
tween February and March 1945, and 21,000 along the .} :
western front durmg May 1945 for a total of 23 500 601

AR cow WAR INCIDENTS
Joznt Staff report on cold war POWs

Early in 1992 "President Yeltsin sa1d pubhcly that some. Amerl-
‘can airmen’ lost during: the: Cold War' period were captured and
‘held prisoner in the Soviet. Union. In response, the Joint:Staff for
“POW/MIA-matters was tasked-to-collect-all-the: available-informa=
tion-on .Cold War' losses: Working with the Office of the Secretary
.of Defense, the CIA, the DIA; the NSA; and the State: ‘Department,
the Joint Staff revxewed US. Govemment files for communications
“between" the ‘U:S: and-the-Soviet Union, China; and-North “Korea'
concerningthe issue: In addition, the Joint" Staff worked with serv-
‘ice casualty. officers ‘at the 'various sérvices: to review what families
“were told and: what' mformatton ‘they knew. In all, the' Joint Staff
found '133 :men who were missing or’ captured by the Soviet ‘bloc’
';durmg the, Cold War. As Captain John P. Gay, dxrector of the A51a/:
‘?-Paclﬁchmsxon of the' J—5 Joint: Staff' testlfied : i

' We deﬁned the parameters of what we: wanted to look-;
at ‘and we opted for 1946 all the way through 1991, T
L collected all the data, generating a computer-based data SR
... -report. We submitted it to the Secretary of Defense on:the -,
-f';"_2ath of June. We made orie minor update to that . report -
- since that time: To the best of my knowledge, ‘prior-to'us - -
- collating .all this ‘data,” there was-no Government-wide -
7 effort to include:all the Cold- War data into a single report, -’
_from 1946 through 1991. I'm convinced that we made as’
e .,ﬁomprehensxve and: as complete a look as we posmbly could'_-_ o
. have :
L In'my exammatlon of all the matenal assoclated wzth Lo
: w.‘,Cold War -losses, 1. see, saw nothing that would support'f Sy
" that‘any of the 133 missing or captured ‘were held in the.
L ,;.'_Sov1et Union; China, or Korea. However, as many. of you: '~
.. kniow, because of the circumstances surrounding some.of . -
+ = these incidents; this possibility—and I stress-that,. possibili- -
B .{";ty—can certamly not: be ruled out, because of the cxrcum-':
- stances surroundmg the. crashes “2 o S
In summary, the Joint Staff found no ewdence that any prevxous-

lv unacknowledged ‘Americans had: beén’ captured. and - imprisoned
dur mg the Cold War perlod bv the Sov1et Umon, Chma or. Korea,

°°'Sanders Ietter | :
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- but that 'this’possibility. éould mot be ‘uled. out becase of ‘the

- nature and circumstances of someof the incidents involved.
- Defense Department vigw -+ o

---—'-3—7e‘~_iDeputy'—ASSistéht'fSeg'reta'fyT of Defense Al Piak testified that Us.:
- ~.investigative efforts. have foctised on 10 incidents between:1950'and
©+ 1965"in which"shootdowns' took place, involying 90 crew members.
~ who remain unaccounted for: . .. L
' “Despite the lack:of ‘conclusive ‘evidence, we donot rule . -
;. out the possibility that members of these.crews may have -
~ .. survived-the loss incident long enough to be rescued by . -
... "Soviet units. U.S: debriefs from the 1950’s provide secorid- -
. -~hand evidence 'that ,‘indiﬁ\'ridu'al's:;ma.tch‘ipg; the descriptions . .-
* of members of a few of these crews were sighted in Soviet

. prisons; however, we lack conclusive evidence of such pris- - ¢

OMEYS, | o e i

++ - The.US. has provided the Russians with highly specific data; in-*
. cluding the names. of the service members: involved, ‘'the dates of

. their flights, their last known locations, and their. aircraft types; .
~ for-each-of the ten incidents: To date; Iitls information has beer,
. received from the Russians in response, despite continuing commit-
“ments of cooperation. Beginning in September, 1992, representa-
_ tives-of the Russian Border Guards were: included in’ discussions .
" with the U.S. members of the Commission, and.the Commission is

ontinuing to seek information from the archives maintained by -

. Joint Commission visit to Ukraine: - . i R
b December, 1992, the Joint Commission visited Kiev, Ukraine,
- During a meeting’ with Ukrainian officials, the U.S. side turned
" over lists of all knowncitizens of the former Soviet Union captured :
~in Afghanistan and of all known ‘former ‘Soviet: citizens who had -
- been resettled in'the United. States:. Ambassado'x"'--szpn""alsq held a -
press conference asking Ukréinians'ito‘[cpmq}:forward with informa-
tion concerning U.S. POWs ‘and MIAs. Ukrainian officials stated
“their willingness' to investigate' their records and' archives.and’ to -
-share any information they find with the United States. . ..~
.. - During the visit, an official of the DIA pressed: the Ukrainians '
~concerning ten incidents in the Cold War in which Americans were ..
lost and did niot return. One of the incidents occurred in 1965, at a. .
Jocation that would be ‘within the Ukrainian. national territory. -
_Ukrainian - officials uniformly stated ‘that. .all records ~had” been "
~taken to Moscow on’ the orders.of Soviet officials of the central gov-
‘ernment. Nevertheless, they promised to research whatever files -
and archives remained in the Ukraine and to pass on the results. -
RAND project/Cole testimony = oo
 Dr. Cole had this to say about Cold War losses: =~~~

'

"2+ During the early period of the Cold Wa v the US. Gov- - -
* . ernment in the 1950’ systematically collected live sighting .~
.- reports- of American citizens, military ‘and: civilian, .in o
.-, Soviet bloc control. This.information provided the basis for -



.- dozens of U.S. requests for informatici nd protests to the
. Soviet Government. Between-1945-and 1959, U.S. govern:~ "
. o ment protests resulted-in'the repatriation of at least nine i

__American citizens held in the Soviet Union,. "

7 ‘Between 1945 and 196, at least 23 U.S. military aircraft .
-+ 'were shot down by.Soviet forces. On atleast three occa: .
.. -sions, ‘live ‘crew. members .were - repatriated. During .the -
- 71950s, the U.S. government believed that.some crew mem- . -
‘" bers were imprisoned by thié Séviét Union and made many
... protests to the Soviets on their behalf. " . "ol
-+ ./ Other protests were made on the behalf of American ci--- -
-~ vilians not permitted to:leave the Soviet bloc.. . .~* ..
... The U.S. &lso ‘kept detailed records on the ‘whereabouts ..
= of American defectors in; the Soviet bloc, the majority of = .~
.. .whom lived in East Gérmany or Czechoslovakia, Few lived -

‘..in.the Soviet Union, and-some.U:S. defectors were impris-

- oned by the Soviets as suspected spies.803:; " " T -
.-.TFR and some members.of families.who have lost servicemen in-
.Cold: War situations take a more positive view.on the:possibility of
- survivors, One of the-most intriguing'and convincing cases that can’
 be made showing Soviet duplicity in retaining members of U.S. air-
crews shot down.by Soviet fighters. during the Cold War involves
_the USAF RB-50, tail number 47-145A; which was attacked by two.

“MIG-15s on July 29, 1953, over the Sea of Japan. The sons.of one of
the crew, 1st Lt Warren Sanderson, have made an intensive search
for the truth. regarding possible survivors. One of the sons; Bruce
- W. Sanderson, of Fargo, North Dakota, testified before the Commit-"

~. Bruce Sanderson has-enjoyed the full support of and considerable
. assistance " from ' TFR, ‘including personal . attention’ from Gen."
 Loeffke and ' Col. Herrington' in his. research and visit. to. Russia,
- where he-participated in interviews with Russian sources and was -
given access to Russian ‘archives, He has been partially successful
:in-obtaining U.S. Government records involving the case, but the -

search for relevant documents is incomplete.. =~ . -0
- Facts thait make this case particularly important are. . . -
.- The Soviets admitted that they shot the aircraft down.. =
.. Survivors, beyond the sole individual who was rescued by a

" USN ship, were seen in-the water by search and rescue air-

" North Korean'patrol boats were seen in the area, moving to
+-and away from the crash-site. - . - 0o
~ .. 'The co-pilot was' rescued 22 h

urs after the crash, 17 miles

. from the coast. . "~ "o B
_""Mr. Bruce Sanderson' provided the Committee with a possible in-
sight into what might have happened to-his father and to.other:
‘American " servicemen ‘who flew missions to’ collect intelligence
.along the Soviet frontiers.during the Cold War. He. told. the Com:
‘mittee that he located a Russian citizen Wwho was personally in-




B

. Yolved in the interrogation of Americen servicemen in'the USSR,
o i‘f;‘dgi 1950 to 1954. According to-Mr. Sanderson, this is what he was.
sogolde o T T T

"7 He also reaffirmed the information from the first meet.
;. ing that all US, personnel under Soviet:control were pho-' =
. tographed, finger-printed, and given Russian’ names, that | -
+these. men were then ‘moved frequently from ‘camp to

" camp. 1t was’ commiori' praCtice to create a false death cer- -

- Jane. Reynolds Howard - presented " testimor

w. Ja 0ld ward - presente timony. concerning - her
'search for the facts concerning’ her husband’s loss over the Baltic
.-Sea, Robert D. Reynolds (USN Class of '45; graduiated in June 1944
. because of the war) was in-a Navy PB4Y2 “Privateer”” shot down
. by four Soviet MIGs on April 8, 1950, U.S. searches found ‘o survi:
—vors-and all 10 of the cfew Were presumed.dead. . - - i
" Mrs.” Howard testified -that - shi

| oward _testified that she. had -originally ‘accepted the’
- Navy's account of her husband's'death. But. 16 months ago, she fi-
- nally-learned, through an ‘article in the Los Angeles Times, that.
“her-hushand’s triie” misgion ‘was not “training,” as the Navy had
.told ‘her ‘at the timie, This led her to- consider. the possibility that -
- Robert Reynlds had been eaptured and to begin a search for an-”
TEWRES. s e e BT T
. Bhe traveled to Russia where she was assisted by.the TFR during -
@ 10-week visit. There, she conducted an intensive search; including -
- the 'use'of media and photos of her husband as he would appear at
~age 70. She does not know if her husband survives, but she is abso- -
‘lutely convinced'that he was captured by the Soviets. - -t -
+ A third family. member, - Mr. Gregg Skavinski of Virginia, testi-
-fied about the case of his-uncle, MSgt William R. Homer, who was
‘aboard 'a USAF RB-29 when it disappeared over. the Sea of dJapan -
-on June 13,1952, The Air Force recorded the loss.as an “accident, -
& non-battle casualty.” But Mr. Skavinski testified to information
‘that two radar blips were seen approaching the plarie just before it -
disappeared; that a Russian radio. transmission - discussed  the -
-rescue- of a ‘member of the crew;’ that an empty six-man life raft,
that  might have been from the RB~29, was sighted: and that Sovi. -

ets reportedly interrogated an-American aviator in’ Manchuria
‘about Major Sam Bush, the commander of the RB-29. What was '
‘the Soviet interest in‘Major Bush, Mr. Skavinski.speculated, if he -
‘was at the bottom of the Sea of Japan? .~
I summary, the book is not closed on the missing from the Cold
War. There can be little doubt that much more information lies:in' -
‘the archives and in the recollections of the ex-Soviets who-partici- -
pated in these events. TFR faces a formidablé challenge in ‘ferret-

mgoutthetmth :

" The Committeé examined reports

: Conimittes d reports and allegations that US, pris-
oners were infertogated by Soviet military and intelligence officials.
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* during the war in Vietham and also that some U.S. POWs may
 have been transferred to the Soviet Union during that conflict. © -
 Defense Department testimony "~ " 0ot o
... Assistant Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense Al Ptak testified
-concerning efforts by the Commission to' determine whether there
is evidence that U.S. ‘prisoners were transferred to ‘the Soviet

' ..
¢

~Union during the Vietnamwar; = . - - - e O
o+ Despite having vigorously examined évery lead, to date. : -
. 'we ‘have-no ‘conclusive “evidence supporting claims that” '
- U.S. POWs were transferred to the Soviet Union. It is also” -
- important. to note-that some of these keéy individuals, in- '

. ,cluding the former Soviet Ambassador to.Laos, have re-: -
.+ -fusedto be interviewed by the Commission.60s - = "+
~..To date, the Commission has found no:documents.indicating: that.
:any-U.S. POWs from the Vietnam War were interned in the Soviet
‘Union; “or-thet Soviet personinel participated in interrogations of

“US. POWS during the Vietnam War.. R

“Assessment of committee investigator =
. Committee investigator Al Graham testified tht;

© ." As.with'the:Korean War, the Russians are very sensitive . .
;" -to-their possible role.in"the Vietnamese War. ‘Although :
. they claim that they did not take [part] in any interroga- . '~
.~."tions inVietnam and that no.U.S, POWs were-transferred - -
.. from Vietnam to the Soviet: Union, there is at'least some. -
- ‘circumstantial evidence that suchinterrogations did take
" place and that at least a few U.S. POWs may have been: " -
- - 'transferred from Viétnam to the Soviet Union. = ¢ .
- If so; there is a good'chance: that some of them:could " -
-+ 8till be alive. Again, there are: possibly several former US.. " .
~ "POWs who might have: cooperated. with the Soviets and. -
. who might ‘not wish to be found. In such cases, it would =
-~ ‘probably be worthwhile for representations to be made to
" -the Russian government at the highest level that such in- . =
.- dividuals would not be persécuted by the U.S. and that on
.. humanitarian' grounds, it would be quite useful to be able - .

. toresolre these capen 808 1. 2 T T
Testimonyof Bui Tin . - .o

- During its first set of hearings, in November, 1991, the Commit--
tee received testimony from Bui Tin, former Senior.Colonel in the
Vietnamesé People’s Army. During:the latter part of the Vietnam -
War, Col. Bui Tin had been the official spokesman for the North"

Vietnamese Army. According to the Colonel: - .~ " .
., At that time, I had the right to read all the documents

¢ -and the secret telegrams.from the politburo on this.(POW): . ~
.+, igsue. In_addition, I had special authorization from' the' . °:
., General Vo Nguyen Giap, then defense minister to go to .~

495 Selegt Committee hearing 11/10/92.© LT
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. any camps, t6 meet with any officers; and to interview any.
- POWsand read their files,s07 "o LS
. Col. Bui Tin testified that he believed some US, prisoners were
~interrogated.in Vietnam by Soviet-and-Cuban'military-intelligence
-officers and that the purpose of this questioning Was o cbtatn in-
. formation about their knowledge of advanced aircraft technology,
~He said he never heard that-any US. POWs were transferred to

" Other reports o e e B
.. & number of those who have written books about POW/MIAcre.
- Iated issues, including John M.G. Brown, Thomes Ashworth, Mark
' Sauter, James Sanders, and Monika Jensen-Stevenson have assert.
nam War were transferred to. the Soviet Union. For many, the.
a;princ'_ipal;scu.rce"ffOr:‘f{thisfa,lleEati@!i’“haS’Tb’eén"'Mf‘%Jéﬁnyooney;' .
 retired USAF Mgt who served  ong career in communications .

.. In"addition to the testimony of Mr. Mooney, the Committee re-
’*4:‘ceivéd~""'several"?reportsf‘*that“'*Ameﬁca'ns"_:"w, ere-tranis ferredt6 the
., Soviet Union during this period: i < i SRR
. Trung Hieu, a North Vietnamese who_ has sought ‘political
*.".asylum in the United ‘States, was.interviewed by Committee
" 1972; but he backed away from his assertions during his. sworn”
.- deposition..(Mr.  Hieu, by virtue of his occupation as a photog- -
-+, rapher for the Ministry '°f:C'l,11tm‘e',f;ma¥ have had access to re-
- ports of this kind, but it is doubtful that he would have had
- gerrell “Terry” A, Minarcin was also i communications in-
*+, . telligence in the- Air Force. Mr. Minarein told ‘the Committee
. that he tracked “special flights” of Soviet aircraft in-1977 that -
. carried American. POWS to the Soviet Union.. . .~~~ .~ -

" p.Jan Senja, a retired Maj. Gen. in the Czechoslovakian Army,
- American POWSs were transported to the Soviet Union, transit. -

' ing'Prague. He said he had personal knowledge of the transfer =

+of up to-90 such POWs through' Prague. Gen. Senja defected '

+ from a high-level. position in the: Ministry of Defense—where:

. +he would have had access to such information—in 198, and is |

" now an employee of the Defense Intelligence Agency. ' - . B

: The Committee found no information to corroborate the reports
of Trung Hieu or Mr. Minarcin, .. . . . .. o POrS

o December, 1992, during a visit by the Joint Commission to

FProgue, Ambassador Toon asked Caech officials whether they had-
heard of the allegations: made by Jan Sejna. None of the officials
denounced or discredited Sejna. All promised to research their'ar- -
chives, but referred the U.S. delegation. to the Ministry of Interior -

for answers. The Federal Minister of the Interior, Mr. Petr Cermak
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said that the allegations must be taken seriously, that the commu-
‘nists were: capable of anything, ‘and that-his. Ministry would turn
‘over. to-the.‘U.S. Government everything ‘it found ‘concerning
‘Czechoslovakia’s involvement.in the Korean-and-Vietnam-Wars:608-

- Considering the fact that'Jerry Mooney:was the-principal source

Cited by’ those ‘who assert that American . POWs were “Moscow.
‘Bound,” his testimony was remarkably equivocal on the subject. He
.. testiﬁed;,and;g;e_sentede the:Committee with. a: volume' of affidavits.
on January 22, 1992. The most definitive part ‘of his testimony, as
it relates specifically to American POWs :going to the USSR, was.
elicited through questioning by Sen. McCain: - . . - T
-, ‘Senator McCAIN.: .. ; Mr.-Mooney, I believe you said on  * -
" a teleyision program that there were several movements of

-American POWs to the'Soviet Union, is that correct? .
" "Mr,-MOONEY..1 have never said that sir. What T have
.. said is that there was a tentacle Moscow-bound. The men '
., were collected. . There was a connection by the “friends.” *
" We knew where they were transported within North Viet-"
. nam. T have no knowledge of Laos, and we knew where
" they'went. We knew where the “friends’ " primary prison .
.. camp was and we knew how they were transported from .- -
. - North Vietnam over to Sam Neua, Laos; which we desig-
.- nated as Tentacle MB. I.never saw'an American prisoner '
- .7 being transported. out of Southeast Asia-and-I have never- -
~. - Senator McCaIN. My question is, do you have informa: - -
- tion or do you believe that American POWs were taken'to .
. Mr. MooNEy. ] have no direct information, but consider-
- ing-the Tentacle’ Moscow-bound nature of Sam Neua, I -
. " 'would consider it a probability and, as I have said many
- times, they would go only if they were broken. - - .

. Senator- McCaAIN. So you believe: that ‘some- Americans . .
" -..were taken'to the Soviet Union? -« .~ .0 Lo
NEY. Under: those conditions, sir..”

SenatorMcCAlNI am. not "sure 1 understad your

..~ Mr. Mooney. Well, sir, let me——

;- "Senator McCamN.. You either believe :that some were'
i .taken to.the Soviet Union or you do.not believe some were .
. .taken to' the Soviet' Union, Mr. Mooney. I think it's a "~
*.: pretty straightforward question.f0®: ..o T
.- Mr. Mooney then explained why he believed that flights of IL-.
14s carried American POWs from a prison camp northwest of Vinh"
to Sam Neua. He said the Soviets had no need for POW labor, but-
“were after minds.” The flights to Sam Neua were unusual in the

- 08 Joint Commission officials, were assured, during the December, 1992 visit, that the break-
up-of the Federal Crechoslovak.Republic into two countries would not affect’ cooperation witk -
the U.S. on POW/MIA. matters, Czech Interior. Minister Cermak: said that.all research assign..
ments o the subject would be taken over by his Ministry. =~ . ... - e e
. 908 Select Committee hearing, 1/22/82. -~ . - % . ‘ B



secrecy” with which they weére conducted; there wes' no: sinin.

. - ground communications:” “Bist,” Mr. :Mooney said, “we did ot
. know if they went on beyond Sam Neua. We did not Know, I have.
_.-no knowledge of that,". - . .0 PR L
- Purther discussion of Mr, Mooney's testimony and the Commit.
tee’s investigation concerning it may be found in the “Intelligence”

- chapter of this report. S T
i USdelegatw"‘“"e Commission - .. ;.
- yghlalenlz Toon, the Ambessador to the Soviet Union from 1976 to
1979, is chairman of the U.S. ‘delegations. The. Other members of -
“the. American - delegation _are: - Kerry, - John_ (Sendtor, D-Mass);
+-Smith;-Robert-(Senator;-D=N:H.) Millér, John _(Congressman, R. .
- ash); Peterson, Pete (Congressman, DFL) Kaualarich, Richard
- (Department . of State); Quinn, ‘Kenneth  (Department : of . State);

- Ptak, Al (Department of Defense); Clift, Dennis (De artment of De-...
:...,,z:,.,fen's'e);«~.‘Peté.‘rs,o:i;-%:1‘rudy-:r(‘Na,tioriﬁlffA"?rj"cinves:;Ad..zz. tloc mbr.); Ross, .

- Col. General Dmitri Volkogoriov; is chairman of the Russian dele- *
gation. Dr. Vladimir Kozlov, Deputy Chairman of the Russian Ar-.:
. £hives, has served as the Deputy Chairman. Other mermbers of the

‘Russian delegation are;” Ambartsumov, Yevgeniy (Act. Chm, Int'] ~

. Affairs - Comm, 'SS);. ‘Arzhannikov, Nikolay - Mikhaylovich (DC,
 Human Rights; 8S); Venkov, Igor Nikolayevich' (Col. Dir. Hist. & -
“ Mem. Ctr. GS); Kalinin, Yuriy Ivanovich (Col. Min. of Internal Af.
- fairs); Kovaley, Sergey .. Adamovich {Chm. Human  Rights Comm,
8S); Krayushkin,- Anatoliy Afanasyevich (BG, Min. of: Security), -
- pezhikoy, Gennadiy Lukyanovich (Col. Dir. MVD Info, Cir.y Ma:
zurov, Vyacheslav Petrovich (Col. Foreign Intel Serv); Mironov; -

 Vladimir Fedorovich (Consultant, Min, of Jus,): Podrazhanets, Iosif -
kelayeich (Ating Chif, No. Amer Dirdrd} -
Plenary meetings - BRI
;. The Joint Commigsion’s inaugural meeting vias ‘eld in Moscow
from March'26-28. © .. R P AR
ohis was followed by a “Working Group” d legation léd by Mr. -
B Ross which met in Moscow from May 27t to 20¢h, At this ses: -
-sion, Gen. Volkogonov.gave the American Side free rein to contact ..

t this time, Gen. Volkogonov Provided the American side
‘with 21 documents which primarily dealt with World War M and -~
the Cold War periods, .~ - . PPN SRR
_A full Joint Committee meeting was held between September.2]-
24 with Ambassador Toon and Gen. Volkogonoy in attendance. At . -
that time, Gen. Volkegonov explained President Yeltsin's state- . -
ment before the U.S: Congress on the possibility of live Americans
in Russia as being based on'the revelation of Mr..Hamilton ina . -



,_Sov1et psych1atnc hospltal Gen Volkogonov later admltted that
,the David Markin story-also: played a-role.. During this Joint meet--
ing, ten-archival directors.gave their reports They: all cldifed not
“to have-found-any information’ indicating"U.S:"soldiers were “sent to"
‘the USSR from Korea ‘or Vietniam .or'that Soviets took part inin-.
terrogating ‘American POWs from these wars, When-it was pointed:
“out that oral interviews:were: not consistent ‘with ‘President Yelt-
:;sms statements,- Gen.- Volkogonov pledged:-to-continue: the-inter-
'views of - former ‘Soviet. military - personnel: with “Vietnam -and

f‘;Korean experience. ‘Gen:’ Volkogonov alsoadmitted ‘at" th:s tlmer
that he had not been through the GRU or KGB archwes ST

December 1.9.92 meetmg

Durmg the Jomt Commxssxon 5 Plenary sessxon m December,
:Gen Volkogonov stated three. Russian:positions: :

; “No~Americans aré detained against their wxll in Russxa and
s :.j-{l)"xat is. belxeved to be the case throughout the former Sovxet
- Uniony w0
- The Russxan sxde has establxshed the fate of over 23 000 U S

T :plers:émel held after World War II and 'cons1ders thls 1ssue now
T elos B "
St The Russran s1de consrders the remammg work of the Com-f‘
+. - mission to be. the resolutlon of questrons concernmg the Coldi’

War era.-

The Russran sxde of the Commlssmn provrded a number of: docu-:
.-fments to-the:U.S. side; including a:list of cases- of -persoris ‘who ‘had-
‘been- in' Russia’ but were later returned; a -document listing four,.
‘jPOW camps in. Korea during the wat and the number of persons
‘held in-each; a list of 109 Americans who did.not return from the
Korean , War but .who, Russian research ‘indicated were ‘not in
‘Russia; and a ‘document containing data on the Cold War incidents.
~Gen. Volkogonov stated categoncally that there has never beena
KGB' General named Gregoriyev. Thus, any report attributed to.
this man-is false. Volkogonov reviewed .the many. files that had
been researched in response to-U.S.. requests, including more than
'40,000 files of the Ministry of Public Health, None of these 1nvest1—1
%atlons has. produoed mformatlon that U S persons were held m
‘Russia; - '
. Ambassador Toon agreed that the World War II xssue could be
‘conszdered finished; although ot all U.S, members of the Commis-
‘'sionagreed. For. example, the Commissioner from the National Ar:
chives raised several outstanding issues from World War H whlch :
‘.'the Russians have not satisfactorily addressed. . |
.- After a U.S. Commissioner referred to “strong ev1dence" that
Anmncan POWs had been taken to the Soviet: Union. during the
-Korean War, the Russian side said they found no evxdence in. thelr'
v.;archxval research that this had taken place. : .
- -In"working group interviews, two.retired Russxan Colonels veter-{‘
“ans of the Korean War, indicated that it was plausible that-a limit-
“ed number ‘of American. specialists had been taken from Korea to
‘Russia ‘in’ connection ‘with efforts.to defeat radars used by-U.S. F-
.86 Sabre Jets'during the war. They did not, however, state' categor-
,'1cally that U.S. personnel had been taken to Russxa One retired



" Colonel indicated that Russia archives sl hold all the answers to
- Gen. Volkogonov-told the U.S. Commissioners: that: answers to

;..;;;‘;_BQW.;iSsu,es'»;cqr'l_ne,cte‘d*with~the%Korean“WaY?Wéﬁi&_‘ be found in the

- War Museum in Korea, which he had visited six years earlier. ard
-"in"China. He ‘also- stated ‘_.th‘at‘-;j-political*'turbuleﬁcg' in Russia was-
- overtaking the work of the Commission and that there continued to.
.. be opposition. within.the' Russién.Government- to-its-work," He re-

st,ated.-‘P.r'e's'id,ent;.erltSin’S,?€'ﬁuppo:t«‘fpri.‘the':Committiee..;;.hbwgvg:.eand‘--
- .proposed ‘another: ;’m’eeting*in:‘-,the""iSpri:;“g{: of 1993. The ‘two' agenda
itemshe raised are the Cold War- incidents and ‘Investigation of Te-
. mains recently found on Sakhalin Island. He proposed that- the.
. Joint Commission publish a booklet.on'its work -and its findings,
- Task Force Russia-—— -

‘- Task Force Russia (TFR) was formed on June 25, 1992. Its basic
 mission has been to field a Task Force capable of collecting, analyz-
- ing.and using information provided from Russian archives and citi- -

2ens:to-achieve the fullest possible accounting of American POW/:
+MIA persoririel. The ‘Task Force has a complement ‘of ‘40 people -

CoCE e Personnel i o
- “ICol. Ed Pusey was, né,m'ed;thﬁ_éti,f,.'l.r;s,t..ii:chieii;pf‘rTFRf's“?Mdscsiwibfﬁce ‘
~on"September. 1~ 1992." He ‘presently supervises 'a staff- of 8-10 .
people including ‘a Deputy,” an- historian, :an archivist, three field -
-Interviewers; an- interpreter, and administrative NCO, an adminis:
trative clerk and a secretary. The ‘Senate Select Committee repre- -
 Sentative also ‘works out of the TFR Moscow Office which is pres- -
-ently located on the 5th floor of the "ld"-Emb:‘a‘ss'y Building. S

?'i..s Mzsszon C

,' The prmcxpal m1ss1on of the’ TFRMoscow ' Ofﬁce staff is: to. ‘_
“achieve the fullest possible: accounting of American POW/MIA per- .
. sonnel in Russia through the collection and -analysis. of information. -

provided by end obtained from Russian archives and citizens, . -
et s T e
gy rEsize an effciv resarch interview and analyial tear n

Moscow; © - .. el e
{jﬁ'Dev'elopf1f,a_;;jpriqritiz‘egif",reséarchi-int_erview,.-,}pla;n,-‘ supporting ‘TFR’s.-
‘requirements and priorities; - .- e T L
. Continue archival research -and personal interviews in. full coop- -
eration with the Russian side.of the Joint U.S.-Russian Commission
on POW/MI4; i
. Satisfy Russian concerns, ‘particularly those of the military and
” S?C’i‘lg'll%:yg services pettaining to the mission and personnel makeup -
O i o T e T A
 Assist Russian .counterparts, whenever possible, in ‘overcoming
shortages in personnel, funding, equipment, and information (when

tacking) related to mission accomplishments;



- - Reduce ‘perceived barriers between General Volkogonov's com:
-Mission. and:the MOD, General Staff, GRU, KGB, and other gov-
~ernmental entities pursuant to TFR's requirements; = . " *
~ Obtain-Russian“agency-acquiescence'in TFR's mission:
-_:Maintain'and improve upon the positive development of the U.S.-
‘Russian. ‘felationship:in POW/MIA affairs as' well as “for.the long.
term with emphasis on the Russian military: - =~ 5 00

" Satisfy:the priorities up and down both US. and Russian “chain
cof command;” o oo T
-+ Develop ~and maintain ' cooperative work ' relationship with

AmEmb-and DAO Moscow; .

. Provide ‘respectable work environment- and ‘personal care for
TFR's Moscow Office'personel. -~ .. .. .« oo
T Russianjointoffice -

- The United States requested that a physical joint office be estab--
lished for the purpose of conducting interviews. The proposal was
formally raised.at the Joint Commission meeting on May. 28th: On.
:June. 8th, .Gen._Volkogonov._announced. that_the. POW/MIA Team:
-consisting’ of :Al Graham, Col. William Saxe, and. Mr. James Con:’
‘nell,-would be.permitted to. conduct. interviews at the Joint Office-
‘which wasto be located at Ilyinka, 12, near Staraya Ploshchad [Old
Square] the former headguarters of the Central Commitiee of the

7 Joint inferview program in Russia - . - T Tl

- Committee investigator Al'Graham “was posted to-Moscow in-
May, 1992 to represent ‘the :Senate Select Committee and work

‘under the aegis of the Joint Commission on POW/MIA: affairs. One
‘of his :principal tasks while ‘in° Russia’ was; in-conjunction with
TFR-Moscow team members, to arrange for and conduct interviews
with - Russian - officials, - Russian citizens and. retired. officers who

may have served in: Southeast Asia during the Korean and. Viet:.
namese Wars and therefore might be knowledgeable about possible

U.S. POW/MIAs: Often, as a consequence of these interviews, other.
leads were developed.. < © - T e s

- The majority of interviews: have been conducted at Ilyinka 12,
the former headquarters-of the'Central Committee of the Commu.
nist. Party. The Committee ‘investigator .found that. some inter.
viewees were intimidated by this location and:somewhat reluctant
to reveal all they knew; and many believed the room and telephone
to be under surveillance by: Russian ‘authorities. ‘Since mid-to-late
October 1992, some interviews were held elsewhere to respond to-
these problems. ..o ot T
- Initial interviews were scheduled in early J une. Interviewees; at
that time, were drawn from the Soviet Vietnamese Veterans Asso-.
ciation and a few parliamentarians. Others later:learned'of and re-
sponded to the inquiry 'as'a result of media appeals on Kiev:and
Moscow TV, .and - Ambassador :Toon and ‘Gen. . Volkogonov's ‘TV.
broadcast. on June 28, 1992 Advertisements were. also placed.in a
‘number- of newspapers.- Other interviewees were developed from



By contrast, the interview results moved the Russians to admit-

least, & handful of US, PO 5, possibly more, were transferred to

.~ citizens writing, calling or walking in either the Am po
-~ 8y-or‘the'Joint Office- at Ilyinka 12, oo e
.., The interview program hes been'the mejor ‘source. of, forward
PYQE!£S§;LEQ§§iaQD*&u§h9ri_ties.;-}iave;.éprovided%théﬁ%mniitte‘eﬁithmf
- substantial “number- of archival ' docu nis, mostly-concel
- Woﬂd;Wéjt;I;I.{;’I:I}qwe\_zer;‘;thisi.archival effort has :yiel ed very little-
" to-date that is verifiable on American POWs during-World War I
o %‘l}d~';iri'x‘tpally':‘nbthin"‘ ~hew.about Kores, YietpamL:;-‘a'nd...,;he.,iacol_vd.¢ 
e ar.——-‘ e N B T A TS
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ocuments; mostly - concerning

. I -
w o -\

- that they were involved in interrogating American POWs in-Korea -
-and Vietnam. Moreover; although the Committee has.rio direct ev.

dence to-prove it, there apps ars to be'a strong possibility that at

"the investigators believe the

. reevaluate their position.

HoUAG officials; Security

* Soviet territory 'diiring;t',he Korean War.~ .

e believe the Rusian side will likely stick to its
- interview program forces ‘the: government and security services to

. historians, linguists, and parlismentarians, - = - | -

- These consist primarily of interviews with retired military. offi.

_ cers, foreign’ service office

"GULAG 'and. ordinary citizens who had knowledge: of -possible .
~Americans on Russian territory. . . . . .o o Eoeooe
* . Retired Military Officers: The first terv ‘ d by
. Commiittee staff inVestigator ‘Bob Taylor during his trip to Moscow :
¢ with. Senators Kerry and' Smith and his -
subsequent visit on March’ 26-27, 1992 during . the: Joint' Commis-
‘sion. meetings. On' those- occasions; he succeeded: in interviewing
~mostly retired

on February 17th, 199

‘wi

‘cer sitting behind ‘a screen during an iﬁterzr'o%gon of an American.
e sources added. that questions to ask POWs ‘were
Sy potnamese from higher Soviet commands. The Committee was

Col. Gen.. Vladimir :Abramov, former .Comma der of the Soviet -

force in Vietnam, told the

. These included interviews. mth ‘Russian ‘active-duty semcemen, ;
| Service  personnel, .doctors, -archivists, -

rs and correspondents who'served in
-Southeast Asia, as well as with former prisoners. who served in the. .

‘interviews were conducted by

senior Soviet officers who had served in Vietnam, .
‘The story that emerges from these’ interviews was that Soviet sol-
-diers were forbidden to' ha tact with American POWs,
‘were not armed and did not take part in interrogations of Ameri-
can prisoners. However, this testimony was: contradicted: by one .-
former colonel who said that the Ton-contact rule was not strictly -
‘practiced and othets who admitted that they knew of a Soviet offi-

have .any contact with American POWs, -

passed to -

exploited the information learned from the interrogations,” ©
Committee in March that the Vietnam.

fio provided him with a report on every American pilot captured.
He said However, that his office kept no filesor records on the indi. -



vxdual POWs Thxs mformatmn, however,‘,may have been forwarded
to Moscow, he thought

-During a second. 1nterv1ew W1th Gen Abramov on: June 1 1992
~1:he»General :denied-having_-told-: -investigators- -during: the- earher
--meetmg that he had ‘received a report on every American-pilot cap-
“tured in" Vietnam. He ‘also denied saying’that a hlgh-placed Viet-..
‘namese friend told him at a" May 1975 reception in. Vietnam that "
-there were’ stlll Am ‘1can servxcemen bemg held in; V1etnam as;
jfthat time." RSN :
. ‘Perhaps: the clearest case m whlch Russlan testxmony changed,:-
dunn the ‘course ‘of the investigation: came ‘during a.re-interview.
~withCol.: (ret) Gavriil Korotkov, who was stationed in Khabarovsk .
-from '1950-54 and reported: directly to the Commander of the Far
“East- Military’ District. During the first interview with- him;. con-
“ducted on August 19th; 1992; he told five Joint: Commission repre-
-sentatives.that.Soviet. m1htary~spec1ahsts ‘had-been_given-approval
to. mterrogate American servicemen in Korea and that some of the.
‘senior, more experienced: Americans as well as those with. speclﬁc
specialties were: selected for transfer to the USSR for further.inter-
.rogation. He asserted. that the Soviet Naval Base.at. Posyet served:
- as-the transit IE)oxnt for the movement of Americans North [by rail
or plane] to. Khabarovsk. Col. ‘Korotkov. further. maintained: that-
“the number of Ameticans. processed through Khabarovsk was' in'
. the hundreds and that. they were kept"under KGB control durmg,
» and after the interrogations. -
~.“He claimed not to-know thelr fate after the 1nterrogat10ns Col
';"Korotkov said he personally interrogated two ‘American’ POWs on"
*-Russmn soil.‘One was a Lt. Col. Black Efforts were made, accord-'
ing to Col. Korotkov, to re¢ruit and gain cooperatlon of Americans.
He stated that interrogation reports were sent tothe Far East Mili-
“tary District: Headquarters, the Tth Directorate:of the' Main Politi-
‘cal Directorate and the GRU. He further maintained that Col. Gen.’
Shtykov, the Soviet Ambassador to. North Korea at the t1me, pre-
: pared reports for Stalm s'eyesonly, : :
~"In’ a follow-up interview on September 29th 1992 Col Korotkov't
*modlfied his' previous statements. He: now demed that ‘American.
Korean War'POWSs were ever. interrogated by Soviets ‘in ‘Khabar-
‘ovsk. He categorically. denied ever interrogating an American POW -
' named Black but did admit to interrogating two ‘American POWs
-in-North Korea. He also.asserted that thére were between 10.and
25 Soviet interrogators' involved in :this. process, indicating. that a:
:-large number of American POWs ‘may have been interrogated
the Korean :‘War: Although ot ‘completely rulmg out the
-fact t-these interrogations: may have taken place on’ Russian’
~goil, he niow maintained that the interrogation ¢enter existed for at-
:least 18 ‘months' and was: located at a non-demarcated- juncture
along:the: North  Korean, Chinese and Soviet: borders. He also’ de-
" clared that'a 150 question questlonnalre used to interrogate Ameri-_
-can Korean-war POWs was. préepared in Khabarovsk. Col.. Korotkov:
"added that-similar type questionnaires were used to interrogate
‘American POWs' during Vietnam." A poss1ble explanation: for the’
‘modifications. in Col.. Korotkov's statements is that he received a
-call the night before the interview from an ofﬁclal of the Forelgn‘
Intelhgence Semce (formerly the KGB). - R .




- . On December 16, 1992, Col. Korotkov testified at a‘meeting of the
doint Commission that approximately 100, U.S; POWs ‘were interro-
-gated 'by. Soviets -during the' Koreani- war: era_and -that possibly-
7;‘~‘.'t‘ens’j’ﬁf#'off*theseﬁWQr“eTtaken' -by .. the special . forces :to the Soviet
-Union, Col: Korotkoy' said that the ,;dei,efts,,tried;ff,‘;o-_get",ﬁrst%hand i

information from-them and then to turn them.” ./ e
- . According to. Col. :Korotkov, the Soviets employed. fear, pressure
-and. appeals: to material interésts in their effort to- “turn” prison-
ers. He-also said that it was common for the American prisoners to
‘change their names and"that it is likely somedied in"the Soviet
‘Uni_dn‘junder-nanies;‘differ'ent'ﬁ“than theirown. . . ‘

. Gol. Korotkov characterized ‘the. Korean-era. U.S. POWs with
whom he came in contact as “great patriots” and said: . - .
~ . They ‘were assured, cocky, “convinced 'that someone -
fi_..;;;;vlquld;c_qme;_a'nd;fget.;:the'm:;;‘Amcmgftheai(So,\riet);jspepjalists;if*i”‘zg‘
;. /We discussed how difficult it was to.work with-the Ameri..

- canS. The tone -of our ‘conversation ‘was' that  Americans’ -
[ -were self-assured, they never gave up hope, o e T
—Additional -testimony -on -these  subjects Wy received  from
numberofotherretlredSOWetofﬁcers I M AR
~ " Col. Aleksandr- Semyonovich -Orlov. (Ret.), who. was: brought -
+ forward on the initiative of the Russian side of the Joint Com. -
... mission. ‘Col. Orloy ‘said ‘he had no_knowledge ‘of American .
" - POWs having been-taken ta the ‘USSR. He.did say, however,
.- that he had received special MVDIKGB] permission to inter.
- view a certain LTC Black in Pyongyang in July, 1951 primarily
" for propaganda purposes. Col. Orlov acknowledged that ques- -
- tionnaires were routinely used in obtdining information from -
- ‘American POWs in' Korea but that. the. interrogations were
‘prin'cipal,ly.'fcarri,_ed;-_dutgby the North Koreans.: ... -
= Coli (ret.) /iktor ‘Aleksandrovich ‘Bushuyev, .former intelli-
*. gence analyst in North Korea with the 64th Air Defense Corps,

‘from a

- Yold:investigators that, the Soviets had access to the interroga- -

~ " 'tions of hundreds of American-pilots. He: clainied not to know
o %f the Soviet officials had taken part in ‘the actual interroga-
JMOMS,. e i
<. Col. (ret.) Georgiy. Kuzmich Plotnikov, assistant Soviet mili-
" tary-advisor to North Korea for 7 vears, testified that a high- -
- ranking’ North Korean officer’ told: him in 1953 that some -
-~American POWs were sent to the Soviet Union. Moreover, he -
- sserts that he personally interrogated a captired American
.. ’captain from the 24th Infantry Regiment at.a small POW -
-+ -camp-on the Yalu River in 1952. Col. Plotnikov said that he -
- conducted the interrogation while dressed in a North:Korean '
. malorsuniform. T LSRR,
o Col: (ret) Valeriy Ivanovich Ukolov; said in-an. interview -
- - that he Witnessed an American pilot being captured in the "
Russian town of Port Arthur in'the summer of 1952.. . i
~ - Col. (ret.) Leonid: Ivanovich Ambrosov; Chief of ‘Staff of an °
" antl-aircraft battalion in Vietnam from , September 1965 to .-
. August 1966, stated that he had no knowledge of Russian par- -
“+Uicipation in the questioning of American prisoners. He did say
*.that- the ‘Russians mayhave provided ‘some questions to the '



North Vletnamese to be asked of captured Amerlcans He does )
. not- know what happened to- the resultmg mterrogatlon Te-
~ports. © -
- Walkins: A number of mdwrduals have comie voluntanly to the

.U S. Embassy ‘in. Moscow.. Information - provided by these individ- :
uals Have included.an account of an.alleged American POW; David
Markin, whose case is ‘discussed later in this report. Other mforma-"f
tion has been provided by naturalized Amencan citizens and by .
‘Russian ¢itizens who had previously spent time in‘ the'GULAG: In':,‘
_addltlon, three: Vietnamese nationals living in Moscow handed.over -
‘dog tags, ID-cards, photographs, ‘bone fragments and body parts of -
alleged’ Americans.. Two of the three did this out.of: humanitarian -
‘concern; while'the third claimed-to know where the: remains’ of at -
least:20- Americans were located in Vietnam ‘and ‘asked $75,000 for :
each set of remains; All of this material was turned over to Amen- .

jcan experts for verification and analysis.. ‘.
" Write-ins: ‘Since June, 1992, approxlmately two dozen letters or'-;
telegrams have  been- recerved from citizens' of the former Soviet
‘Union. ' Many of the writers' claim to have knowledge about Ameri-
.cans_in Soviet_prison’camps or: psychratnc ‘hospitals. Others claim -
to have information about grave:sites where: ‘Americans are alleg-
edly: buried. ‘The’ writers' are being contacted: by. members of the -
‘Commission for the purpose’ of -obtaining: additional data. Several -
‘have asked for guarantees or. assurances: from-the highest authori-.
"tles against recriminations. before they:speak with the-Committee. -
“Recently, the flow of lettérs to the Commission ‘has:slowed to:a
itrxckle ‘This may ‘be’ because publicity: on the POW/ MIA issue-has
died: down or ‘that all letters sent to the Joint Commission on
American POW/MIAs ‘are now initially: screened by the. Ofﬁce of :
the President for-Letters and-Appointments. g
*Call-ins: Most of the call-ins received so far resulted from telev1-':=
'sron programs on’ which: Ambassador Toor; Gen. Volkogoriov; and
'Committee representatives appeared ‘After the Toon-Volkogonov
‘appearance on June 28;.1992, six people called the Ilyinka-12 “Hot
‘Line.” Likewise, several people called this number after Ambassa-
dor Toon’s press conference in Khabarovsk on: September 25, 1992.
-Committee representative Graham, TFR Moscow officer. du-ector
Pusey .and other POW/MIA team embers have frequently ap- -
eared on TV on Moscow and other cities: throughout the former-
Soviet Union-asking those: with information to. call‘Ilyinka 12-or -
the Embassy: NeWSpaper advertxsements have also resulted in call- :
ins with' mformatxon T . S

Summary of requests to the Russzans i
| Corraspondence files S

i Correspondence has been, sent to. the RuSsxan sxde of the Jomt;'
~Commission since early’ September 1992. These letters serve two
-general purposes. The first is to provide the Russ1an side with spe-
cific data from the U.S. side -on-individial servicemen or the cir--
“cumstances. surroundmg Cold War incidents. The second. is. to re-
~quest .meetings, interviewswith partrcular people or types of.
- people, and access to archives. To date, ‘requests for 1nterv1ews w1th-1
specxfic mdmduals have met. wrth httle or-no suocess ;



' Archival research v

5 W g : T a

- The Archives:in the former :Soviet: Union' and ‘Russia ‘are ‘not'
* under the-same kind of:unified control that we have at'the Federal
level in the United States, Archives of the Soviet government could-
“be fourid in a’large number of archival institutions;"and many of
the main ministries kept:their, archives:indefinitely. in their own.

facilities and under separate departmental control. -

" The Soviet Union did have.an' archival agency which' was sup-

“posed to"have -admiinistrative control.over archival institutions .
-throughout the USSR. This agency was called the Main Archival
- Directorate or “Glavarkhiv.” -Even- this -body, however, did not
~gecure-control-over-the-archives-of-such-major- ministries -as- the-
KGB, Foreign-Affairs-and-Defense. After the August 1991 ‘coup,
- President Yeltsin was quick to.see the importance of securing the-
“archival records and: removed the leadership of “Glavarkhiv.” In.
~its-place;he-established-the-Committee of Archival-Affairs-of the"
"RSFSR Council of Ministers, called “Roskomarkhiv,” with control
“over various archival institutions, including the older bodies of im-.

 perial -and - pre-revolutionary . archives. ‘Some ministries, however,

~have remained -outside: its ‘ambit and others have beenslow to

- 'The U:S. members of the Joint Commission have made'a series of:

visits to'Russiah archives to-enable staff to better understand the:

structiare of the archival system"and to' appraise the prospects. for
finding material relevant to the POW/MIA search. . - -« - : =

* - It has become apparent to the American team that the archival -
institutions now coming under the administrative umbrella of Ros- .
- komarkhiv are more forthcoming and willing to cooperate than the
officials who were responsible for the ministerial:archives in the se-.
“eurity- and defense establishments. These older: archives contain’
substantial amounts of .material - that” might -be relevant to the .
.movement of American POWs from German  camps into Soviet:
’hands and Soviet territory in the:closing days and the aftermath of

World WarllL ot e
Archivol Besearch Agreements

. To ensure ‘progress on all fronts, the Commission staff decided to.
~seek the Russian archivists' help in exploiting these earlier records
by -entering into research agreements whereby staff archivists:
~would be paid for working extra hours: on the POW/MIA project.
‘By:late. November, four research agreements had been approved
and two of them: were operative. These agreements cover the Cen-
tral State Military Archives; the Central Historical Documentary
‘Collection, the Military-Medical Museurn and the Ministry.of For-

-eign Affairs; All'of the research-agreements are for initial trial pe- -
riods .of -either 60-or 90 days, after which the American side will.
‘evaluate results to determine whether continuation of the effort is



 inong the Kinds f documents that the US, has requeted are
World WarII77 0 e T —

- Lists’ of Américans liberated . from German’ POW camps and- -
transported. into Soviet ‘territory,, especially records that indicate .
medical treatment or death and burial,-and records that indicate .. -
senténces for crimes, charges ‘and conviction; and transportation to" -
camps-on Soviet territory.- . e e e e
" Reports of aircraft shootdown incidents, including rescue-and re-
trieval : operations, reports ‘of sightings, interrogations,.and. treats
ment ‘of air crews; recordings and . films of shootdowns, log books .
‘plus Lany..*repoft"sf'that.‘fm‘ayfbe’disf:ove:ed%iﬁ*ﬁléS*Of*--polit'icali%aﬁd!dif:k:;;
JTomatic reaction-to such incidents, - . R R R

s antire Cold War period, the US. has also Sought; 5o far

‘without. success, access to records, of psychiatric hospitals(or. any '

hospitals “under control of '.jfthe";'fKGB';'s*MVD*a;ﬂndfpredecessors)-;‘a,h'diii.,.;_:
‘those’ of ‘prison and labor camps. Injvadd_itibn;-_th‘er'e-‘isl‘:‘a,,,p'rb'gct?unéi .
-derwayto-compare fingerprints from the FBI collection with those -
in the collection of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. With respect to- ;-
“the-fingerprint ‘files; high hopes have been ‘reduced by the .percep- -
“fion thiat in both collectionis such files are regularly purged of older -
“vecords -onactuarial terms. The U.S. seeks to have access to the *
“records of the Border Guards for the ‘entire Cold- War ‘period be- .
"cause such- units may haveé played a significant role in shootdown -
- incidents during the Cold Warperiod. - o et

Kownwor

- Any documents. that indicate the role of Soviet civilian-or mili-.
“tary officials in the control; interrogation, or. transportation of us. -
“POWs  wherever - located, or in’ the shootdowns: of U.S.. aircraft’
. during that conflict, or any documents in Russian files that contain:’
information’ about control, interrogation, or transportation of U.S. .
. 'POWs in .Noi*th'Kdrea‘ or China. "~ . B
Vietnamowar .00 0

" . Any documents that indicate the role of Soviet military of civil-~
ian officials in the control, interrogation, or transportation of US.
| POWs wherever located, or .in the shootdown of ‘American aircraft -

" during that conflict, or any documents in Russian files that contain

~ information about control, interrogation, or-transportation of US.
- POWS in Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia or China. . .~ " =

Dociiments received. LT e s
. Russian researchers have discovered relevant materials on. the
. 'POW/MIA issue which. they have released ‘to-the ‘American-side.
. Early in -the process, Gen." Volkdgonov  and ‘his .aides" released
" batches of materials during Joint- Commission ‘meetings. ‘More. re-:
cently, the flow of documents has increased and become more regu-

e o



- Documents: received thus: far from - the‘Russians- are to0  numer-

-ous and varied to. be summarized effectively.in- this.report, They
“.are listed, ‘analyzed and 'described in-the series of reports_printed.
" bi-weekly by the US."Army's Task Force Russia, copies of which'
~may be obtained by Members of Congress from the officé of the

- Deputy- Assistant Secretary of Defense for POW/MIA Affairs. Tn
-very general terms, the documents have concerned Armericans of
- -other-than"‘military-origin-who were: caught ‘up:in“the throes of
. World War II.or who deserted or. otherwise ‘sought political refuge-
i ‘the'*Soviéjt”'1Unidn',"*asf"We11;jas~fsofﬁefﬁ-lis'ts}‘ of U.S. military men. and.
- some. diplomatic exchanges concerning repatriation efforts or shoot-
-.downs. Little of this information has been new to the U.S, side;’. -
.. “Some. documents, however; have provided new and ‘useful infor-
“~mation. For:example,- intérrogation reports on -American. POWs
- which ‘the Russians’professed to have received: from: the Koreans..:
“revealed that at least tefi men Who were ‘heretofore entirely unac-
~ counted for lived long enough: to be interrogated.’ Unfortunately,
- their fates have still not been determined. - e et I e T
- Assessment of archival research.—.o oL
- The following ‘preliminary judgn lents can be made based. on:the

- Committee's review, thus far, of ussian archival documents: Rt
. ", Soviet archivists did: an excellent job. of .record-keeping, and-
. current -research efforts have barely scratched the. surface of
_what is_potentially available- .‘thro,t.ghout' ;the: vast -archival -
... system of the former Soviet Union.:Even the strategic-“fires!’ -

. .-and other destructions that’ have taken- place do not seriously
. - detract from completeness;- = .-~ T e
.+ The traditional archiyal community is ready and willing to
. 'respond ‘to American’ inquiries, - especially in"return for fair
*~ compensation; ... i TR L S
. Officials of the Security and Defense Ministries are currently '
. more resistant to U.S. inquiries, but this may change if the po- -

-+ . litical situation becomes more stable; .. - S
.. 'The time -schedule for gradual -disclosure - of . information.
" .about American POW/MIAs may be determined as much by -
-+ the internal political requirements of the ‘Russian regime as by
. the needs of Americans for that information; ..~ .o
%" -+ It could take many years to carry out 2 comprehensive. pro-
.+ gram of research within the centralized and regional archieves -
-+ of the-former Soviet Union, even if the- political ‘atmosphere is
.- hospitable to such an'effort; . I B
-+ The Russian archival material passed.to the American side -
.+ . of the Joint Commission appears thus far to constitute a care-
" fully-controlled release: of information by the Russian govern-
- .ment to convince the U.S. side-that the Soviet Uniondid not -
L Icﬁkure, ‘detain; ‘interrogate, move or. eliminate U.S. POW/: "

. “Committee: and ‘TFR representatives in Moscow have met withi *

the relatives of several American POW/MIAs who might possibly

have been on Russian. territory at: one time: The Committees/TFR -
staff also made arrangements for the family members to meet with



Robert Strauss, U.S, Ambassador to Russia, and with Gen.: Volkog- -
nonv-and other-Russian-officials. The family members-asked the -
‘Russian. authorities to' help’find -information-on the fate of their -
loved one. TER ‘members also.passed.on.correspondence.from-about.. .
two dozen: individual family. members requesting ‘any.additional .
documentation ‘that the Russians may be able to find concerning.
their missing relatives. o UL Gl T T e

RepatrzatonofU 8: citizens bunedmRussza PR
" The Committee Hotesthat &' report on the ABC television pro- -

gram “20/20" that four Americans are still buried-in Odessa is not-
‘accurate. The remains of at least three, .and_tposs‘ivbly all’ fqpr,‘ qf the -

‘individuals have been repatriated. -

““TFR is looking into thealleged existence of graves of American -
servicemen from World: War II on Itirup Island in the Kuriles. Ac- |
_cordingly;..correspondence.has been:sent to the Russian: side re-

the Pacific Fleet, the Central Army, the Foreign Intelligence Serv- -
ice and the Ministry of Interior [MVD) for any information on the .
locatlonofUSg'rave T R R R R A
‘M u'_tudl cooperatton o

,%xesting‘-;a; check of.the archives of the Far East Military District, =
th

" The-effort .to find POW/MIAs is.a two:way: street.: The United-
States. Government may be able to"overcome :some of the reluc:
‘tance of the’ Russian-Security Services by addressing similar Rus-.
_sian POW/MIA issues. where. possible. The U.S: should strive to--
'gl;OVid'ef -the Russians with: more-information:from'.our. records on:-
Soviet-MIAs from World: War II, Cold War incidents and Afghani-

‘stan. Genuine reciprocity may lead to greater progress. =~ .
" Rusion inguirieson Afghanton Veerans
. The Russian side has asked the American side for information
_concerning 19 former Soviet soldiers who served: in. Afghanistan -
and are currently living in the west, and for information on serv-..
jcemen presently held captive in Afghanistan. In-September, Am-:
bassador ‘Toon provided ‘a  document  to- the Russian side: listing
“Soviet POWs from the;Afghan War who resettled in the West. .~

<.« Soviet submarini incident .\ .-

‘side_has also requested information on the fate of

" The Russian side has also reques ' |
Soviet submarine 574 which sank in the Pacific Ocean inMarch of .
1968. On September 21; 1992, Ambassador. Toon. handed over a doc:
‘ument to the Russians listing: three' crew members from this sub- -
marine. Moreover, the CIA has provided the Russians with copies .
‘of a film" made ‘during. the .“Glomar.Challenger's” ‘raising: of sec:

: tions of this submarine in Auguist of 1974 = "
“The Cose of “David Markin” .-,

" An’ individual named Vikto Pugantsev claimed to have-spent .
~1982-1986 in.labor camp PL~350/5 near Pechora (some 900 miles:
- northeast of Moscow) with an.alledged downed U.S. pilot from the-
Korean War called david Markin:(Marken). -~ -7 0 o 0
" According to Mr. Pugantsev, Mr. Markin told him that he had-
_been shot downabout. 40 years ago in:North Korea, after which he :



. and 50 other U.S, POWs were flown to the Soviet Union. According
- to the story, Mr. Markin spent.the riext three decades in one prison
" -or psychiatric ward after arother, ending up in PL350/5 in. 1982,
“~Hewas-apparently sent~to” Soviet psychiatric hiospitals’ when he_
. told people he was in American.While there, he claimed 'to have "

- been put in'a straitjacket, given drugs sich as aminazin and an un- .

. known drug which caused his hands to “twist inward.” - R
-+ Mr. .Pugantsév.described-the: American -as. a- tall, frail, - polite;
- soft-spoken; - psychologically-broken -and ‘stooped 60 -year -old, who'
- had-a shaven head; scars on-his left shoulder and. left forearm and.
"a name tag on;hi's_.‘ilris_on, uniform identifying him as ‘Markin; D.”
.+ Although, Mr. Markin kept .a'low profile in camp, Mr. Pugantsev-
said-he was treated worse than other prisoners and.was: harassed
by guards for minor infractioris like wearing his cap askew. Three
., such-reprimands:earned: him a stay in the “solitary-confinement :
"box™where;-accordingto-Mr: Pugantsev e ‘spent a good deal of
time Mr. Pugantsév maintained that Mr. Markin: was still alive at
~ the same camp in1989. . .o e e ST
+ " 'The Committee and. TFR: personnel. launched- an: intensive inves-
\----f-t;igatioﬁ-;-intqf:-thisf--mat,b'e_rr"de,spite"the;:fact"atlh‘_a‘t'j"n'o'fDé}vid*’M‘aja‘rkiﬁ‘fj(o“ff“"
“any close approximation) appeared on U.S: Government lists of un-
- accounted for from Korea. Commission investigators flew. to’ Pe- -
- chora on June 18,1992. No fx::rson ‘or record found there confirmed -
‘Mr. Pugantsev’s claims.. After the disappointing. trip. to-Pechora, -
~-Mr. Pugantsev-identified another inmate, Vladimir-Bageyev, who
_ might be able to-confirm his story. Committee investigator Graham
- flew with a Russian foreign service:officer. to ‘the- city. of Elista to -
interview Mr. Bageyev.Mr Bageyev confirmed that there was an
-~ individual by the name of Markin in Pechora and that this individ-

‘ual matched the descjxfiption‘-g’g‘en_:by?Mr‘. Pugantsev, - ... ...
. In response to.this news, Gen. Volkognov a anged to bring.the
- Director of Operations for the Pechora camip to Moscow to meet

‘face to face with Mr. Pugantsev to determine the truth. Although
- the meeting took place, the’ differences in’ the rrespective stories. -
~could not be resolved. During the course of the discussion, however,
Dot be resolved. During the course of the discussion, however, addi-
‘tional names of other inmates and camp officials: who might be

-able toprovide more information on this. matter were disclosed. -
Seventeen. individuals: were identified; including 8 officers; 7. in-
- mates and 2 doctors. Five of the eight camp officials provided virtu-..
ally identical written statements to the effect that there were no
~Americans at PL350/5 during their tour there, U.S. ‘investigators. -
asked to see the camp hospital records because Mr. Pugantsev, Mr. .
Bageyev and Mr. Markin' were- reportedly in-the hospital at the
-same time. The official reply to this request was that the records
_were destroyed in a fire that took place between August 30 and

September 1,1989; - L. T P I
- At'the Committee hearings in" November, Gen. Volkogonov dis-
.counted Mr. Pugantsev’s story and suggested that he was motivat- :
ed by a desire to emigrate to America. Mr, Pugantsev; on the other.
hand, has told investigators'that he has been’ harassed and. threat-
-ened as a result of his testimony. He claims that he was summoned -
to appear at the Security Service [former KGB] office in his native .
town of Chernovtsy in the Ukraine and- queried about his ‘contact - -



T LT e

with the Moscow POW/MLA team members. According to Mr. Pu
gantsev; he was told‘not to stick his nose where it did not belong.” .-
The Committee has. continued:concerns over reports pertainingto -

tDavidMarkin” ool s RN
R SR FUTUREACTIONS I TR
Lovels of cooperation T T A
..,;:.:;:T_hg-,Tipfémew.;;pfagfrgﬁ;g_.:puf's“aéag-by,__;riéi.}Ame‘;‘riéahﬁ side of the -
Joint Commission has been extremely. pro-active while the Russian -

side’s Tesponse has been reactionary-at best: The U.S. side has.re- v

“ants, It might expedite things

‘ceived little response.to correspondence requesting that specific in-
dividuals be' made available for interviews, Part, ‘of this problem .

may be due to the fact that Gen. Volkogonov has only two assist-
greatly if the number of staff people.

“on.the Russian side were increased. -

" The level of cooperation from 1.tﬁé*fnﬁs‘giai%:giﬁdé%ﬁgg#hg,'tgﬁiég;:thfé,~..;,

standard of -official statements. For example, a long-standing re- -

quest to_ interview 20 inielligence -and- security service [former. "

. Intelligence Service repre
“ly,.after several months,

~ one. could not;

. KGB] officials who served during the Korean and Vietnamese' War-

~eras was made in early June. The request. was kicked-back-and--

" forth between Col. Kobaladze, the Bureau: Chief for Public Affairs .

"of the Russian Intelligence Service and Col..Mazurov, the Foreign.

) sentative on the Joint Compmission. Final-
1. Kobaladze replied by expressing sur-.

~ prise that his superiors wished to answer a type of request that the. .
“BIA would not have. He then ‘informed Committee- investigators .
“'that of the:20" people we requested to - interview: four: were-dead, -
fotr were unlocate-able, six had o knowledge of American POWs, -
_ two worked for other agencies. [MFA & MOD], another. never .

" worked for them, one was in England during ‘the entire war effort, -

be identified and one refused to be interviewed due

b ‘There are & number of: other exainples of a failure to provide
 basic: . dividu , .
' mation must be readily available to the Russian side. For months,

‘information about individuals despite the fact that the infor- -

' the Russians said .they were 1inable to provide information concern--
“*ingone individual who,
-was found to. live. scarcely a kilo
TFRteamishoused. . o U L e
. Media appeals for . people with 'information ‘on-American POW/
* MIAS-to come forward have also met with limited success. Due to

when' finally located. through: U.S. efforts, -
neter from the “hotel where the.

“doubts about long term political stability in the country, some ¢iti-
" “zens may. feel reluctant to speak out. Several potential interview:
- candidates have ‘requested’ assurances, and guarantees from. the
. highest authorities before they ‘would talk to investigators. Others
*may be afraid to become involved with foreigners, either because of

" the sensitive nature of their employment or because of a general

- apprehension based on what has. happened in the past to Russians:
- who had contacts with foreigners.. L o



Thps and vzstts SRUSRET B R NTIO
" The’ Russmn s1de has agreed to a 48 hour notlce pohcy for on-sate

—mspectlons -of-any-camp-or- -grchive:- Future-plans are “to. V1s1t~those,-
~camps where: Amencans were reportedly held S

'Planned zntervtews ;jﬂ R e S

- The. 1nterv1ew prog'ram is, cntlcal to developmg the body of ew-';
;dence necessary to open-the doors to -the - official: records.. Inter-
‘views,  especiallyof - retired- officers, have" provxded the-most lucra-
tive source of new or. significant information’to date. One key to
such “an:effort. is publicity. Therefore, the United States’ needs to-
publicize widely the efforts of mvestlgators and the desue to obtam |
‘-addxtlonal mformatlon o T T R

;_‘,,,Follow-up actzon leads

' These mclude findmg and mtemewmg several former KGB gen-'
“erals, military officers and pilots who are alleged to have been. in-
‘volved in or to'have known about the possible transfer of American-
‘POW/MIAs-during -the-Korean-War-and-the-war-in-Vietnam:- It
also-may be-worthwhile- exploring if any -of - the ex-Republic- ar--
chives, especnally those dealmg mth KGB documents mght have,
‘been:capped. . S RS

'_Investzgatwn of tndwzdual leads

- With the break-up of the’ former USSR many of the mdmduals‘,‘
who need'to be interviewed. and many. of the. archives of. impor-
‘tance. are  now beyond Moscow’s :control. More trme -and . effort
should ‘be: placed on' developmg parallel programs in some of the
‘other - Republics. ‘Moreover, ince much. of the information devel-

oped to date points to the KGB as the institution most likely to
-have been involved in arrangmg transfers and escorting Americans
onto Soviet soil, the United States. may want to look into which
former Repubhc archives. containing KGB ‘records were capped
'after the coup and whether we can gain access to these records |

CONCLUSIONS

_'_:'Genr Volkogonov s assessment

- Gen. Volkogonov contends. that to h1s knowledge, no Amencans
‘are currently being held against their will within the borders of
the former: Soviet: Union.¢1%. Although the Committee. has’ found.
‘evidence that some U.S. "POWs ‘were held in’ the:former Soviet.
‘Union: after, WWII, the' Korean. War and Cold War incidents, we
have found no proof that would contradict. Gen. Volkogoriov's con-
tention with- ‘respect . t0 the- present. ‘However, the' Committee
-cannot, based onits mvestxgatxon to' date, rule out the possibility.
‘that one or more U.S. POWs from: ‘past wars or incidents are still’
’ %emg held somewhere w1th1n the borders of the forrner Sovxet‘
Union, . . et . :

- "°Gen Volkogonov dxd not mean to mclude in thns eontentxon any Ameneam who mght
. legxtxmately be ‘under. arrest for. recent violations of civil or criminal law.. For example. at the
time of the Select Commxttee heanng one Amen’can was under arrett for deahng in oontnband .



" The Committee found that the Russians have been particularly

successful in producing World War. II archival documents, and is

pleased-to-report-that.-the-fate of some American ‘military and civil- .
ian’ personnel from the. World War, T era has been determined -

thi'ough-.;re_c'ént'-~i'nVestigati6nS‘;.in:f:Rus‘s’ia..,Mo‘redYer,ﬁf archival docu-. .

‘ments provided by Russia indicate that several hundred ‘U.S.POWs

.were held against their will.on Soviet territory:at the end of World. -

‘War'IL In' almost all cases, these were individuals who Had been.

“born “in, ‘or who had’ previously: lived -in,’ the -Soviet Union,  who -

could, therefore, be considered. Soviet citizens by the Soviet Govern-". -

‘ment. Many of these individuals served-in the ‘Armed Forces. of -

Germany; fought -against the Soviet Army and were capturéd in ‘-

combat. Some U.S. civilians from this era survived terms in concen. ..
_tration camps and are still alive today, living freely either inoneof
“the former Soviet Republics or in the-United Stafes. -

Coldwar S e e B e T
. There is evidence, some of which has been confirmed.to the Coms’ *
"?’iﬁi,ttéfé“-?b}"{'?teﬁdéhtj'iijeltsin;j"‘that:'f.;s'om,e‘-;;‘;'(;LS.-#;persénnel:'still'..,unac-i;.;,.

“counted for from the Cold War, were taken captive and held within.
~the: former Soviet' Union. This .information involves- several .inci- .

"dents stretching actoss the
- Sea'to the Sea-of Japan. =" " T v
. The Committee is pleased to report that Task Force Russia-has
“been -actively investigating these case.and is ‘keeping surviving :

- former Soviet Union from the Baltic

. family members fully apprised of its progr ss to date. The Commit- -
- {ee notes, however, that progress is, in-large part, dependent on co- -

‘operation from Russian authorities. In the Committee’s November, . .

1992 hearings, our investigator. in-Moscow testified that the US.".
- “was “‘intentionally being stonewalled’ by the Russians on' the sub-

ject ‘of Cold War incidents, despite pledges of cooperation, fiom' .

.obtaining. further inf n ‘ ).
“‘who are believed to have been taken captive during the Cold War.-
- 'There is strong evidence, both from archived U.S; intelligence re- .

Prosident Yeltsin and Gen. Volkogonov. The Committee, therefore,
. urges the Joint Commiission to place special -attention and focus on- -

rther information on. the fate of those U.S, personnel.

recent interviews in Russia, that Soviet military -

“and intelligence " officials were involved in the- interrogation . of -

" American' POWs_during ‘the’ Korean  Conflict, notwithstanding.
" recent official statements from the Russian side that this did not
- happen; Additionally, the Committee has. reviewed information and .

* Feard testimony which:we believe constitutes-strong evidence that-
- 'some unaccounted for American POWs ‘from- the Korean Conflict
"-were transferred.to: the former. Soviet Union in-the early-1950's.
" While the identfy of these POWs has not yet been determined, the-
*‘Comimittee notes that Task Force Russia concurs in our assessment’.
_concerning the transfers. We -are ‘pleased "that this. subject’ was-
- raised by the U.S. side in December, 1992 at ‘the plenary session of
- the Joint Commission in Moscow. -~ " B I T



' The Committee: further believes it ispossible that orie or. more’
POWs from the:Korean Conflict could still be alive on the térritory:
“of 'the former. Soviet: Union, The most notable case in. this: régard
~concerns--&a--USAF.pilot-.named-David-“Markham”.-or-*“Markin’;-
who was reportedly shot down during the Korean Conflict. Accord-;
-ing to several sources, this pilot: was reportedly alive in'detention
facilities in:Russia as late as 1991. Although Task Force Russia has’
- thus far been unable to confirm these reports, we note that the in-

. vestigationis continuing, .-

. The Committee is aware.of several reports that U.S. POWs-may
‘have been transferred . to_the Soviet: Union during. the Vietnam

‘War., Information -about this. possibility that was . provided by a-
former employee of the National Security Agency (NSA), Mr. Jerry’
~Mooney;-was-thoroughly-investigated-and-could not-be-substantjat:-
-ed. The Committeé notes that Mr. Mooney testified that he person-

.ally believed ‘prisonérs were transferred to ‘the. Soviet Union -but
that-he had “no-direct .information”’ that this took place:é1! Other

l'orepor'-‘ts-'fcdhcérning«thé—pqssibi-l_it;y;{t;hat«UéSr"-PQWS:-Werg—txan'sfe:red'it
- f'rpm;;V.i‘etnam;;fo‘_fthé‘-'f;):mer_'Sc')vi'e.t' ‘Union"deserve' further ‘investi--

‘gation-and followup:* =~

~"With respéct to_interrogations, ‘the  Committee 'has confirmed

‘that one KGB -officer participated directly in the questioning:of an
“American "POW - during .the Vietnam Conflict. More ‘‘generally,
:Soviet military officers-haye. told the: Committee that they. received .
intelligence from' North Vietnamese interrogations of American
POWs 'and. that ‘the - Soviets - “participated” - in. interrogations
through -the preparation of questions and through their-presence
~during :some of :the interrogations, It is. possible that American:
' POWSs would not have been aware of the presence.of Soviet officers .
“during these interrogations. The Committee has also received infor- -
mation that Soviet personnel.operated: certain: SAM sites in Viet-
‘nam which shot down.American aircraft during'thewar, * . .
.~ The Committee notes-that the cooperation received to date from
‘Russian_on POW/MIA matters has.been due largely to the leader-.
:ship of President Boris Yeltsin; During a visit to Washington last
‘summer, President Yeltsin-declared that “each and every-docu--
-ment in each and every archive will be examined to investigate the
fate.of every American unaccounted for." ‘Although: there is still -
much work to be done, Russian officials deserve credit for provid- .
ing access to archival material, for cooperating.in efforts to solicit.
‘testimony from Russian veterars: and other citizens and. for their’
.willingness to disclose certain previously undisclosed aspects of the.
historical record. The ultimate success of the'Joint. Commission will
be judged, however,.on whether the U.S. side is able to obtain full
support for-its interview program and -archival: research  from ‘all-
:levels of power and authority throughout the former Soviet Union. -
_ . PresidentYeltsin -has made a heroic effort 'to demonstrate ‘his-
-own commitment to-full cooperation and Gen. Volkogonov. has
done a great deal; with:limited resources, to meet this standard.
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‘Unfortunately, the level: of cooperation from within, the: Russian -
military and- intelligence bureaucracy has been less. extensive and .
‘has, at times; seemed_intentionally .obstructive. This may, well be .
‘due. to:the  uncertaintyof the current political situation in Russia.-

1t is ‘vital; therefore,. that US. officials, both. in Congress: and the
‘Executive branch, ‘tontinue to demonstrate ‘to-Russian ‘authorities -
that America attaches a high priority to- cooperation:on this issue -

‘and to ensuré that any problems that ‘might ‘develop are’ raised,

‘with the Russians promptly and at a-seniorlevel. .. o :o. oo o
The, Committee ‘also’ recommends strongly that the "U.S:.-Russia -
‘Joint Commission be continued-and that efforts: be ‘made to gain:
‘the full cooperation, as needed and ‘appropriate; of ‘the: other Re-

publics of the former Soviet Union. .= .
“ ;Inférmation from North Korea and China =

" As part of the Committee's investigation.into the fate of those
“Americans still missing from the Korean Conflict, . the Committee
“Vice-Chairman traveled to Pyongyang, North Korea from Decem-.

‘ber 1921, 1992, This trip was especially significant in that it was

‘the first time a United States Senator had traveled to the North
Korean capital. Also, for the first time, a State Department official
traveled with Senator Smith to Pyongyang, in addition' to two staff -
- members working with the Committee. The trip itself was.a follow-

‘, °§‘§“’ ‘an. earlier trip. made- by-Senator Smith to Korea in-June,

" ‘The timing-of the trip was‘important:in that just -a few ‘weeks,
“earlier, the Committee:had held the first in-depth Congressional

hearings on American POW/MIAs from the Korean Conflict in more.

' than 85 years. In view of the fact that the North Korean Government -

_has provided virtually no informaton on.:8,177 unaccounted for.
Americans in the last 40.years,®!2 the goal of the trip was to estab-
lish a dialogue which would  encourage: North Korea to move the.
"accounting process forward on a humanitarian basis. A second goal -

. of the fact-finding trip was to gain information from: North. Korea

“on reports which had surfaced: during: the '-.Cpmmitt'e.e’_s,Ndyembef_.

- hearings on the faté of some American POWs. . = = .-
" The .committee is pleased to report that Senator, Smith was suc-

‘cessful in achieving both of these goals during the tng e
' 'Meetings  were held - with.. Supreme ,t__Assembl} "Speaker  Yang
-Hyong Sop, Deputy Foreign Minister Kang:Sok Ju, and a staff of
. ministry -officials . who ‘appedred knowledgeable .on : POW/MIA-

issues. The.atmosphere was. cooperative and it was'the.sense of.
Senator Smith and his delegation that North Korea is. prepared
“and willing to move“forward.on this humanitarian issue without-
a:';y;greconditions, As a sign-of good faith, the North Koreans al--
lowed Senator Smith and his delegation.to visit their war museum:
in'Pyongyang, although the request had been made only hours ear-
lier. This was. the first time any American official had visited the
“museum: At the museum, Senator Smith was able to view. photo-"
graphs of POWSs, documents; -letters, personal effects and. captured
-weaponry: from U.S. servicemen. Senator -Smith’s delegation:was
“$12The Committee notes, however, that over the past two-and one-half years, North Korea

' has repatriated the remains of 41 American servicemen. . -



- also permitted to’ photograph and' take notes ‘concerning many ‘of .
;. ‘the items in- the. museum. Important new: infOrmation;, was -also
-+ learned ‘from ‘North “Koréan _of ﬁcials.LCOncex;ning7~th-nd—’sﬁin\,{dlvef:ﬁf
- . ment with-American POWs... .=~ " N R AAN TR
- The principal Committee ’.ﬁndin'g's.am réco:nmen'da,tiops{ concern- -

o Although the North Korean' officials _with: whom' Senator
< Smith-met; denied - that any American” POWs had' survived to
" the present day'in NQrthv_K'orea,_the',Cdmmitte'é“‘ cannot exclude"

-+ . 'the possibility in ~view- of ‘intelligence’ information. which: has'.
" been-received by the ‘United: States in recent. years, -Specifical-
-+ 1y, the: Committee shares’ Senator. Smith's frustration during .

“. . ~his trip at_not.being: able to investigate ‘unconfirmed ‘reports
- that'a small number of American POWs may be teaching Eng-
- lish at & military ‘language school .o 1-the: outskirts-of-Pyon--

" gyang. The Cqmmittée-,‘:therefor_e;,,urges the Government o ‘the.
-+, Democratic People’s Republic- of Ko’rﬁea,;,to,",COOpera”t_ei-fully dn
- - the investigation of these recent eports;”in addition to ‘other -
. livesighting reports which have been received 'by. the United-

Statesdu”fmgthelaSt“fewdecadeS i
. Itislikely that.a large ‘number of ‘possible MIA ‘remainscan
-~ be repatriated and 'several records and' documents on unag: "

" counted for POWSs and MIAL can be provided from North

+ .+ Korea once"a joint ‘working: level commission is set 'up under -
", the leadership. of the ,U.nited‘:Statesi:“.'Accordipgly,viﬂ_the ommit. —
=« tee strongly urges the Departmentsof State and Defense to
. take immediate -steps to' form. this' commission through’ the
- United Nations Command at Panmunjom, Korea. The Commit-.: .
« " tee also encourages President-elect Clinton, upon'taking office,
.. to appoint a high level representative to sit on the ‘commission.
<. The Committee further believes that the ‘proposed joint com- -
- mission - should have & ‘Strictly humanitarian . mission. and-
. .should ‘not .be’ tied 'to- political - developments on-the Korean -
penmsula SR B S ) S
" " Comments.made by North Koréan -officials’ during the trip
... Substantiated indications that ‘many American POWs had been -
. held in China dnring_the. Korean Conflict and" that . foreign = -
¢ . POW-camps in both China and North Korea were run b Chi-
- i mese. officials, In- addition, ‘North-'Korean officials: 'Can{rmad _
;. that propaganda photos showing POW camps with large num- -
. bers.of U.S; personnel had, in fact, been taken in China, not in -
.. .. North Korea as purported by the propaganda publications. The.
- -Committee notes that other information from ‘both high level . .
~~* “Russian intelligence sources and from several U.S. intelligence
., Teports corroborate the comments made by the North Koreans. .
~+ Given the fact that only“26 Army and 15 Air Force personnel re-.

-turned - from Chi a - following the war, the f-Commij;t_eei‘cah:,-:now e

firmly conclude that the -Péoplgf_s;Repub,lic‘ of China: surely has in- o



“in January, 1993 We beheve that a proposed POW Task Force on

"China will. need to have several additional: rounds of talks with the
_.Chmese in ‘order to ‘search for and recelve POW mformatlon 1n“_
'-‘C.hma over the coming months, . .
. For the surviving families. of’ those Amencans stlll mlssmg from '
the Korea Conflict, the perceptlon has been that. determmmg the
~fate of their loved ones'is & task that has not been- v1gorously pur-:
“sued by their government “We note that this’ perceptxon ‘has been~
-fueled by. past intransi ence ‘and lack of information.from North
“Korea and China. In addition, accountmg for POWS and MIAs from
-the Vietnam Conﬂlct has received far greater ‘medid attention"in -
America, - The . Committee- can - therefore . understand : why “the
" Korean' Conflict.has -often ‘been - labeled the “Forgotten War” by;-
veterans and POW/ MIA family members, -

Howver, in'view of - the Vice-Chairman’s recent tno to North*

Korea, the Committee belicves'that a dramatic breakthrough has’
'been’ achieved in terms of establishing ‘a dialogue "and gaining"
- access.to new mformatxon on POWs and MIAs. Consequently, there:
is" now-a “'window:-of -opportunity ‘which ‘the' Committée - believes
“should be-fully exploited by the'Utiited States oii “behalf of the fam s
111es of those Amencans stxll mlssmg from the Korean Conﬂrct |

L CHAPTER 10 Rmosrac'rrvs
T CONCLUSIONS ANDALOOK AHEAD -0 .o
The U S. Senate Select: Committee oni POW/MIA Affalrs has ac-f'.*

comphshed most of the' goals. and tasks that were' a551gned to it by~
~the U.S: Senate at its. creation. However, as with any assignment to-
" review matters occurring over a 20-year period and involvitig thou-
- sands 'of ,individuals, there remain areas’of inquiry that still must-

be completed These areas fall mto the followmg broad categones _j
Russza B I o

The Commlttee recommends that the U S /Russ1a Commlssmn'
contmue to ‘pursue .those leads which ‘involve the countnes of the ;
former Soviet Union, including, but not limited.to: o

“Interview Vladimir Churkov, head of the KGB 6th Dlvrsxon

S (Southeast Asia) during the mid- to late-1970s. It was General
. Kalugin's testimony: that Gen. ‘Churkov would be the most-
" knowledgeable individual as to whether U.S. POWs were held

© " inVietnam after 1973, The Senate. Select’ Commrttee has not',

" been able to.obtain an interview. with Gen. Churkov. -

77" Re-evaluate the testimony of General Kalugin versus: the tes-.

e txmony of Ole Nechlporenko Gen: Kalugm testified at his.dep-.

© " osition’ that U.S. POWs'in Viétnam were interviewed by KGB .
L %ents (Nechlporenko) after 1973 and possrbly as late as’ 1976,
" Oleg Nechiporenko told: Senators Kérry and Smith in Moscow:

~» - that he interviewed a POW in. 1973, He also said he)) repared a.

. ‘questionnaire for use by the Vietnamese. Both the CIA and the
o "Vretnamese conﬁrmed the KGB mterrogatlon of the CIA‘

L *agent B

T Intemew the Sovxet Ambassador to Laos (1973) Gen Kalu-,
.. gin testified that this Soviet'Ambassador was:very knowledgea-:

L ble about this matter. He stated that if such POWs ‘'were kept,



